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WFT/F.L  COUNTY  HISTORY 


It  Was  Formed  in  1846,  and  Named  After  the  Distil 
guished  Indian  Fighter. 


Wetzel  county  was  formed  by  act  of  | ville  was  named.  Mr.  Martin  located 
January  10,  1S40,  from  Tyler,  and  j here  in  1811.  He  built  a part  of  what 
named  in  honor  of  Lewis  Wetzel,  the  Ms' now  the  Point  House,  and  planted 
distinguished  frontiersman  and  Indian  j an  orchard  of  five  acres  between  Wash- 
scout — the  Boone  of  Northwestern  Yir-  ington  Street  and  the  creek,  a few  trees 
ginia.  His  deeds  of  adventure  are  well  j are  yet  standing.  Five  years  later  he 
known  throughout  the  state.  Some  of  I was  followed  by  Friend  Cox,  who  took 


must  have  aroused  dreams  of  wealth. 
A man  presented  himself  to  the  com- 
munity and  remained  a while  without 
any  apparent  means  of  support.  Hav- 
ing no  occupation,  he  was  arrested  un- 
der the  vagiancy  law,  and  to  obtain  his 
liberty  was  compelled  to  state  his  busi- 
ness to  the  town  officers.  Thereupon 
he  showed  papers  from  the  French 
Government.  By  this  it  was  ascertain- 
ed that  he  was  the  accredited  agent  of 
that  government  sent  to  this  communi- 
ty to  search  for  $87,000.00  supposed  to 
have  been  buried  below  the  creek  dur- 


tices  present  were  Sampson  Thistle, 
Friend  Cox,  William  Little  and  Eben- 
ezer  Payne.  Presley  Martin  was  elect- 
j ed  first  clerk,  and  Charles  Snodgrass 
first  prosecuting  attorney. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  present  court 
house  was  laid  duly,  1848,  being  finished 
two  years  later.  The  old  court  house 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Jefferson 
streets  was  sold  to  Jackson  Wise  for 
$450.00. 

Luring  the  last  decade  quite  a num- 
ber of  well  known  names  of  the  past 
and  present  moved  to  the  burg:  Houb- 


them  have  been  woven  in  fiction,  prom- 
inently in  the  work  entitled  “Rose  For- 
ested,” in  which  the  scene  is  laid 
around  Mount  Pleasant.  New  Martins- 
ville was  made  the  seat  of  justice  by 


up  a farm  and  erected  a house  below  | 
the  creek,  opposite  the  Point  House.  I 
This  house  burned  down. 

From  this  time  until  1838  the  settle-  ; 
men*,  grew  slowly.  On  March  28th,  of) 


the' act  creating  tiie  county  and  the  j that  year  an  act  establishing  the  town  | 
town  was  incorporated  liy  act  of  March  j of  “Martinsville,”  in  the  county  of  Ty- 
18,  1848.  j lev,  was  passed  by  the  Assembly  of  Yir- 1 

About  the  year  1780  Edward  Doolin  [ ginia,  and  in  the  same  act  Henry  Mc- 


patented  and  made  entry  upon  800 
acres  of  Ohio  river  hill  and  bottom  land , 
which  included  in  its  boundaries  the 
preset  site  of  the  town  of  New  Mar- 
tinsville, says  Leonard  8.  Hall  in  the 
Wetzel  Republican.  The  piece  of  land 
was  a little  more  than  a mile  square, 
and  lay  in  the  angle  formed  by  Fishing 
creek  and  the  Ohio  river.  He  cleared 


Oabe,  Samuel  McEidowney,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, John  Buchanon  and  Benjamin 
F.  Martin  were  appointed  trustees  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  town,  j 
The  surveying  and  platting  was  done) 
by  Lewis  Williams  and  three  others.! 
It  extended  from  one  lot  below  Wash-  i 
ington  street  to  North  street,  and  from  i 
Union  street  to  the  river.  The  streets 
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DIET)  S-EYE  VIEW  OF  NEW  MARTINSVILLE,  FROM  ACROSS  Tli  E CU.M. 


gome  land  and  built  a small  cabin  near  i included  in  these  boundat 


•tes  remain 


wetze;.  county  court  house,  new  martinsvii,i,e. 

where  now  stands  the  Witten  building,  | the  same  now  us  then,  except  Water 
selecting  the  spot  on  account  of  its)  street.  This  street  was  located  on  the 
■nearness  to  a, spring : it  being  the  source  i river  bank  and  was  the  widest  and 
of  Little  Doolan,  which  runs  through  j principal  street  in  town,  being  80  feet 
town.  He  farmed  and  improved  on  his  i wide.  It  is  evident  that  it  was  the  pur- 
land  until  1784.  i pose  of  the  founders  of  this  town  to 

In  September  of  that  year  a small  i have  a bread  street  on  the  river  front, 
band  of  Indians  came  down  the  river  1 where  they  could  have  the  benefit  of 
from  the  village  of  ‘Wheeling,  where  the  cool  breezes  from  the  west,  and  an 
they  had  been  driven  off  by  Colonel ) open  view  of  the  river.  Trees 
Zane,  attacked  his  home  unawares,  and  i had  been  left  along  the  bank  fcr 
killed  him.  His  wife  and  one  child  es-  | the  purpose  of  shade,  and  the  res- 
caped.  She  retained  ownership  of  the  J idents  had  placed  benches  under  there, 
property  for  a time,  selling  it  piece  by  i where  the  gentry  were  accustomed  to 
piec®,  j loaf  and  discuss  the  issues  of  the  day. 

The  portion  upon  which  the  town  is  i lam  inhumed  that  in  1842  there  were 
situated,  was  purchased  by  Preely  Mar-  I twelve  houses  in  town 
tin,  the  man  after  whom  New  Martins- 1 An  incident  oecured  in  1845  that 


| ing  the  French  and  Indian  war.  It  is 
thought  that  hedid  not  find  the  money. 
I Shortly  after  this,  another  incident  co- 
loured in  the  same  line.  A Mr.  Watkins 
of  Monongalia  county  sold  his  farm 
there  for  1,000  silver  dollars,  and  came 
to  this  settlement,  tiie  silver,  which 
weighed  over  60  pounds,  was  too  heavy 
to  carry  about  his  person,  so  he  set 
aside  $40.00  for  his  immediate  use  and 
buried  the  remainder  at  the  foot  of  a 
pawpaw  bush,  60  steps  frctm  the  river 
bank,  mid  way  between  the  mouth  of 
the  creek  ar.d  a point  opposite  Texas 
run  ; when  he  returned  for  his  money, 
j it  could  not  he  found, 
j An  act,  prescribing  the  mode  of  eleec- 
j ing  trustees  of  New  Martinsville  in  the 
I county  of  Wetzel,  and  investing  them 
: with  certain  corporate  powers  was 
| passed  March  13th,  1*48,  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia. 

The  trustees  were  elected  annually 
by  the  people.  They  chose  one  of  their 
) own  number  to  preside  at  their  meet- 
ings. The  subordinate  officers  were: 
; Commissioner  of  revenue,  sergeant  or 
town  collector  and  police. 

At  this  time  also,  the  town  was  ex- 
tended to  the  creek,  and  the  McClure 
addition  cn  High  street  taken  in.  The 
new  part  of  the  town  was  surveyed  and 
marked  out  by  Thomas  Tucker,  who 
is  now  deceased. 

| Observe  that  the  town  was  called 
1 “Martinsville  in  Tyler  county.”  Now 
lit  is  called  “New  Martinsville  in  Wet- 
j zel  county,”  Wetzel  having  been  carved 
| out  of  the  north  end  of  Tyler  county  in 
1846. 

The  first  county  court  of  Wetzel 
county  was  held  April  6, 1816.  The  jus- 


I lers,  the  Yiilers,  the  Bier<,  the  Wises, 

’ the  Halls,  Snodgrasses,  th-  layers,  the 
! Livelys,  the  Tuckers,  the  Coulters,  the 
! Moores,  the  Pitchers  and  the  Vances. 

As  the  town  was  increasing  ir.  size 
and  business,  some  of  the  more  active 
I spirits  desired’ te  make  a better  eon- 
. nection  with  the  outside  world. and  ac- 
; cording!;.  , on  the  21>t  day  of  February. 

I 1853,  the  Mannington  at:d  New  Marcbis- 
! ville  railroad  was  incorporated.  The 
! directors  were:  James  G.  West.  Friend 
Cox.  Presley  Martin,  Joseph  ('.  Moore. 

I Robert  Cox,  eamuel  McEidowney 
j George  W.  Bier,  Joseph  Vance.  Ed 
j mund  Moore.  David  Cunningham,  Will 
! iam  P.  Snodgrass,  Elias  Blackshire  and 
j John  Michael.  If  this  railroad  had  been 
j built,  New  Martinsville  would  probably 
j be  now  where  Wheeling  is.  or  a:  lease 
much  better  off  than  she  is. 

The  brick  church  on  Main  street  was 
built  by  the  Methodists  in  1854.  About 
the  same  time  an  Episcopal  church  vas 
built  near  rhis.  It  was  sold  and  used 
for  a school  under  the  name  of  the  New 
Martinsville  Academy.  When  the  free 
school  system  was  adopted  by  the  state 
the  building  was  used  for  a public 
j school.  It  was  finally  sold  to  Standi- 
j ford  Bro>.,  who  have  erected  a three 
■ story  building  on  tiie  same  site. 

The  town  was  divided  on  thecivil  war 
j question,  and  during  that  time  many 
| serious  disturbances  occurred  and  some 
of  them  were  amusing.  Thete  was  one 
incident  that  caused  consternation  in 
the  minds  of  many.  A United  States 
J Hag  w as  hung  across  Washington  street 
| for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  loyalty 
j of  the  citizens,  by  compelling  them  to 
j walk  under  it.  One  night  was  given  to 
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think  over  it,  and  ull  who  would  refuse 
would  do  so  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 
It  was  seen  on  the  morning  of  the  fate- 
ful day  that  the  flag  had  disappeared, 
having  been  stolen  during  the  night. 
The  person  who  took  it  has  kept  his  se- 
cret. 

After  the  war  the  town  made  very 
little  progress  until  1871.  February  13 
of  that  year  the  charter  was  amended 
and  re-enacted  by  the  legislature  of 
Vest  Virginia.  From  this  time  onward 
the  town  grew  and  improved  more  rap- 
idly. 

The  Pittsburg  Stave  Company  came 
in  1873,  and  gave  employment  to  125 
men.  The  next  year  Burlington  sprang 
up  in  the  suburbs.  Springertown  started 
five  years  later. 

The  school  house  was  built  in  1880. 

In  1882  a church  boom  struck  the 
town  and  stayed  two  years.  During  this 
period  four  churches  were  built:  the 
Episcopal,  M.  E.  South,  the  Baptist  and 
the  Catholic. 

The  long  wished  for  railroad  came  in 
1883, and  infused  more  life  into  the  town. 

In  1884,  a destructive  flood  submerged 


the  vote  of  1898,  is  21,059.  Brooklyn, 
although  a separate  corporation,  is  in- 
cluded in  New  Martinsville  in  the  above 
figures  of  population.  Brooklyn  itself 
has  about  500  people  and  New  Martins- 
ville 1,500.  The  mayor  of  the  former 
town  is  E.  Lappert,  who  publishes  the 
Mountain  State  Gavel,  the  official  organ 
of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 

A TOWN  OF  PROGRESS. 

Robert  HcEldowney,  Esq.,  Speaks  of  the  Future 
Prospects  of  New  Martinsville. 

Robert  McEldowney , Esq.  one  of  the  ' 
leading  citizens  of  New  Martinsville,  | 
says:  ‘ The  man  who  lives  in  a town  I 
which  in  his  opinion  will  never  amount  | 
to  anything,  is  usually  a man  who  nev-  I 
er  amounts  to  anything  himself.  His 
opinion  of  the  town  is  based  upon  his 
opinion  of  his  own  future  prospects. 
We  hat  e very  few  such  persons  in  New  j 
Martinsville,  and  while  we  do  not  be-  I 
lieve  that  their  funerals  are  generally  | 
desired,  yet  they  will  be  generally  ap- 
proved. 

The  grandest  work  for  our  benefit, 


jcx-.j ci xm  t.  v . .IX 

the  Ohio  Valley,  and  checked  the  pro-  I 
gress  of  New  Martinsville  for  a time.  I 
The  latest  additions  are  the  .Springer 
and  Clark  properties. 

The  present  officers  of  Wetzel  county 
are:  James  A.  Pyles,  sheriff;  H.  R. 
Thompson,  county  clerk:  John  W. 
Kaufman,  circuit  clerk;  E.  L.  Robin- 
son, prosecuting  attorney . 

The  real  estate  valuation  of  Wetzel 
county  in  1890  was:  First  district,  $862,- 
888;  second  district.  $858,841;  and  in  j 
1897  the  valuation  in  these,  districts  j 
was : First,  $1,108,395  ; second,  $994,835.  j 
The  personal  property  valuation  of  j 
the  county  in  1890  was  $545,291,  and  in  j 
1897.  $974,880,  showing  an  increase  of  j 
$429,589  in  seven  years. 

Wetzel  connty  embraces  480  square 
miles  of  territory,  about  307,000  acres. 
The  largest  town  in  the  county  is  New 
Martinsville,  the  county  seat,  which 
has  a population  of  about  2,000.  The 
population  of  the  county,  baaed  upon 


COBS’  RESIDENCE. 

now  in  contemplation,  is  the  Short  Line 
railroad..  This  road  will  be  built.  The 
demand  for  it  is  imperative.  The  mag- 
nificent coal  fields,  which  it  is  intended 
to  develop,  are  reaching  for  our  great  J 
waterway.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  | 
Fishing  creek  route  is  the  only  thor- 1 
oughly  practical  route  for  the  trans- 
portation of  this  coal  to  the  Ohio  Riv-  J 
er,  where  it  will  seek  a southern  mar-  j 
ket  and  also  seek  a way  toward  the  j 
thriving  and  busy  population  which  j 
set arms  around  the  great  lakes.  The  j 
building  of  this  railway  will  begin  be- 
fore six  months  have  passed.  Once  let  j 
it  be  finished  and  we  not  only  have  at  j 
our  doors,  the  best  and  cheapest  coal  in  1 
America' but  we  will  be  brought  into  j 
immediate  business  relationship  with  j 
the  people  of  our  own  county,  of  the  i 
great  Arches  Fork  oil  field,  from  which 
we  are  separated  by  miles  of  rough  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  impas- 
sable highways. 


Upon  these  two  enterprises  depends  I 
the  business  future  cf  New  Martins-  j 
vilie.  Without  them,  we  shall  falter 
and  fail  in  the  march  of  progress. 
With  them  we  shall  move  at  the  head 
of  the  procesrion. 


The  Short  Line  railroad  people  are  se- 
curing very  considerable  territory  south 
of  Fishing  creek  as  sites  fer enterprises 
which  they  expect'  to  induce  to  come 
here,  and  which  they  say  will  undoubt- 
edly come  when  the  railroad  is  built. 


JOSEPHUS  O [.ARK'S  RESIDENCE. 

The  location  of  New  Martinsville  is  at  j We  will  then  have  two  railroads,  and  a 
a natural  trading  point.  Towns  so  lo-  i town  with  two  good  railroads  will  r.eces- 
cated  usually  succeed.  Towns  laid  out  I sarily  improve,  if  it  has  go  in  it,  and  if 
by  the  Indians,  or  established  at  places  j it  does  not  then  improve,  it  would  not 
where  the  Fled  man  halted  on  his  trail  j improve  if  it  had  twenty  railroads, 
through  the  tangled  wilderness,  are  j Two  railroads  and  the  Ohio  river,  is 
properly  laid  out  and  established.  ! not  that  enough?  And  the  Ohio  river 

The  site  of  New  Martinss  ille  is  not  el-  | vviil  be  improved  and  we  shall  have 
evated  and  many  object  to  a residence  j water  transportation  ail  the  year  roend, 
here  because  of  the  supposed  danger  j and  the  Big  Sandy  dugouts  will  go  to 
from  high  water.  This  is  only  a sup-  | the  bank  and  rot  there, 
posed  danger.  The  Hood  of  1884  was  i For  our  splendid  supply  of  natural  gas 
a fearful-visitation,  yet  we  came  out  cf  j we  have  no  fears  ; we  will  have,  plenty 
it  like  a colony  of  ducks,  anti  in  six  i in  twenty  yaars  from  now,  and  may  all 
months  after  we  were  all  ready  to  make  , live  to  see  it. 

oath  that  it  never  touched  ns.  So  there  | Building  sites  are  plentiful  around 
need  he  no  misgivings  on  this  account,  i New  Martinsville,  but  there  must  be  a 
but  the  man  who  has  an  unconquerable  ! further  location  and  extension  of  streets 
aversion  to  water  can  yet  have  a secure  ! and  alleys,  and  this  will  be  done  in  the 
and  firm  foundation  for  liis  dwelling,  I very  hear  future.  Our  people  w ho  own 
upon  some  of  the  beautiful  and  pietur-  j the  lands  surrounding  us  are  platting 
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CAPTAIN  BASH,  T.  ROW  It  Kg’  RESIDENCE. 

esque  elevations  surrounding  us.  The  ! .hem  into  town  lots  and  are  ready  t.7 
projectors  of  our  new  railway,  when  sell. 

they  were  here  this  spring  were  ! We  have  a scheme  which  we  hope  to 
charmed  with  our  surroundings,  and  j see  carried  out,  and  it  strikes  us  as 
declared  that  New  Martinsvi.ie  was  i something  great.  It  is  to  buy  out  ao 
naturally  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ! avenue  leading  from  the  hignway  at 
places  that  they  had  ever  seen.  | Abersold  s comer,  north  to  connect 
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with  the  Ohio  river  at  Witten’s  gate.  It 
would  be  a grand  place  for  a line  of  fine 
private  residences  located  upon  the 
slope  on  the  eastern  side  of  such  a road. 
Call  it  Doolin  avenue,  and  do  some- 
thing in  honor  of  the  brave  man  who 
dared  to  plant  a home  in  the  howling 
wilderness  which  threw  its  dark  shad- 
ows, where  now  the  fertile  and  smiling 
fields  and  happy  homes  of  New  Martins- 
ville make  the  earth  glad. 

But  what  about  Brooklyn?  All  this 
while  we  have  said  nothing  about 
Brooklyn.  When  we  say  New  Martins- 
ville we  mean  Brooklyn  also.  Brooklyn 
is  our  sister,  or  rather  our  daughter; 
she  is  near  and  dear  to  us ; her  destiny 
is  our  destiny.  Some  day  we  hope  to 
be  united,  and  speed  the  day. 

As  to  whether  New  Martinsville  will 
ever  become  a great  city,  is  something 
about  which  we  know  nothing  and  care 
nothing.  To  be  prosperous,  to  be  use- 
ful; that  is  the  great  thing  to  be  de- 
sired, If  our  homes  are  pleasant,  if  our 


COUNTY  SEAT  OF  WETZEL. 

Is  a Thriving  Incorporated  Town  of  2,000 
inhabitants. 

The  Judicial  seat  of  Wetztl  county 
New  Martinsville,  a thriving  incorpo- 
rated town  of  two  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. is  located  on  the  Ohio  River 
and  the  O.  R.  R.,  38  miles  south  of 
Wheeling.  It  is  surrounded  by  a rich 
agricultural  region,  the  soil  of  which  is 
unsurpassed.  Bounteous  crops  are 
produced  each  year  without  the  aid  cf 
| fertilizers.  Fruitof  almost  every  kind 
that  will  vie  in  size,  Haver  color  and 
texture  with  that  of  any  climate,  is 
grown  in  abundance.  The  hilly  coun- 
try back  from  the  river,  which  has 
been  brought  to  a high  state  of  cuitiva- 
| tion  by  the  thrifty  German  population, 
i produces  large  crops  of  the  cereals,  and 
is  admirably  adapted  to  grazing  pur- 
i poses. 

[ Hill  farms  average  in  price  from  $15 
j to  $35  per  acre,  while  bottom  lands 


EX-SHERIFF  OCX’s  RESIDEN'CE 

people  are  cheerful,  and  our  children  \ command  prices  ranging  from  $00  to 
healthful,  educated  and  refined,  what  $150. 

more  'could  they  have  and  how  much  [ The  business  houses  of  the  town  are 
less  they  do  have  in  New  York,  Chicago.  1 well  built,  substantial  structures,  u bile 
London,  Paris,  or  anywhere  else  on  the  residences  are  pretty,  cozy  and 
earth.  | comfortable.  A new  bank  building 

— ; : of  modern  design  has  recently  been 

New  Martinsville  offers  superi  jr  Ml-  j erected  and  an  alno  is  under  eontem- 
vantages  in  schools,  churches,  natural  t plution.  The  two  banks  doing  business 
resources,  manufacturing  industries,  j in  New  Martinsville  are  the  Wetzel 
You  may  enjoy  them  if  you  lueate  in  | County  Bank  and  the  New  Martinsville 
New  Martinsville.  iBank.  The  officers  of  the  former  are 

■; W.  S.  Wiley.  President ; J.  E.  Bartlett, 

If  you  want  to  locate  a factory.  New  Cashier,  and  H.  C.  Standiford,  W.  S. 
Martinsville  is  tlie  place  to  select.  ' Wiley,  Henry  Koontz.  8., I Elliott,  .1, 


j IV.  Leap,  and  C.  C.  Eisanbarth . di  ree- 
| tors. 

The  officers  of  the  New  Martinsville 
bank  are;  S.  K.  Martin,  president;  J. 
W.  Alderton,  cashier:  and  S.  It.  Mar- 
gin, 1).  IT.  Cox.  F.  W.  Clark,  J.  W. 

! Lentz,  C.  J.  Pe  ck.  E.  18.  l>uerr  and  \V. 
j M.  Ankrom,  direoiors. 

Among  the  leading  business  houses  of 
I the  town  are : 

Grocers— J.  W.  Hill,  Maple  avenue; 

I Mont  Burrows,  Main  street;  Albinger 
j & Sehlo'nouhm,  Main  street ; N.  Band), 

| Main  street;  Josephus  Clark,  Main 
j street  ; Welch,  Koontz  & Co.,  Main 
(street;  Williams  & Ankrom,  Main 
(street;  E.  E.  Headley,  near  the  court 
(house;  Robert  Morris,  Brooklyn,  and 
I C.  Dennis,  Brooklyn 
! Dry  Goods—  Reich  Brothers,  Main 
street ; Baltimore  Bargain  House,  Main 
j street ; N.  Bandi,  Main  street ; Josephus 
i Clark.  Main  street ; Robert  Morris, 

! Brooklyn  ; Williams  oi  Ankrom,  (Main 
'street;  Oblinger  <&  Schlobouhm,  Main 
street;  E.  D.  Delaney,  Brooklyn. 

Hardware— Bridgeman  <&  Sons,  M.  B. 
Potts,  Oblinger  A Schlobauhm,  and 
Josephus  Clark. 

Furniture — Stephens  & Leiehrier, 
8 .andiford  Brothers,  and  Lappert,  & 
Ray.  ail  on  Main  street. 

Millinery — Mrs.  Letitia  Pemberton, 
Maple  avenue,  and  Mrs.  M.  Snodgrass. 
Main  street. 

Drugs — Percy  D.  Leap  & Co.,  F.  P. 
Dowdier,  and  It.  T.  Richardson,  all  on 
Main  street. 

Dentists — II.  F.  McEldowney  ; K.  B. 
Cooper,  and  George  Bridgeman,  all  on 
Main  street. 

Physicians — William  K.  Curtis;  F,  P. 
Lovvther:  F.  V.  Cox;  D.  Sclunead  ; Dr. 
'Underwood,  and  Dr.  Yuung. 

Hotels — Elk,  $1  per  day  house  ; Bakin 
House.  $1.50 perday  : Brast  House,  $1.50 
per  day. 

Boarding  Houses — McCann’s,  Garri- 
: sons,  and  Sharp’s. 

Churches — North  Methodist;  South 
Methodist : Episcopal ; Catholic  ; Chris- 
; ti.m,  and  Baptist. 

Flour  (Mills — J.  A J.  Stender  & Co., 
Point  Flour  Mills  ; John  Neuzam, Brook- 
lyn Flour  Mill. 

Tailors  and  Gents  Furnishers — George 
Grail.  Duerr  Brothers,  J.  W.  Smowick, 
Baltimore  Bargain  House,  Reich  Broth- 
ers. and  Josephus  Clark. 

Saddlers — J.  C.  MeMunn.  and  1>.  N. 

Mangold,  both  on  Main  street. 

I 

Factories — Lentz  Brothers,  tannery, 
land  Koor.  tzA  Phillips,  planing  mill. 

OFFICERS  OF  NEW  M A FIT  IN  S V II.  L E . 

The  officers  of  the  town  of  New  Mar- 
tinsville ns  elected  April  4th,  1808  are 
( Mayor.  M.  V.  Ober;  Recorder,  W.  E. 
I Mnpel : Street  Commissioner,  W.  11. 
(McEldowney:  Council.  James  Bishop, 
i James  Chaplin.  Thomas  Lentz.  F.  E. 
j MoEhlow  ney,  I . C.  Wells.  A license 
ticket  was  elected. 

New  Martinsville  has  water  works, 
planing  mill,  tannery,  two  flouring 
mills  and  a host  of  other  industries. 


HOME  MODEL.  LAUNDRY. 

| H.  \V.  Fair  Has  the  Only  Stran;  1. atmilry  in 
New  Martinsville. 

; New  Martinsville  has  an  up-to-date 
| steam  laundry.  It  is  one  of  the  pro- 
I duets  of  the  ’93  boom.  H.  W.  Fair  see- 
ling the  needs  and  advantages  of  such 
an  establishment,  was  not  slow  to  give 
I the  people  what  they  desired  in  a first 
j class  Mode;  Home  Laundry.  The  office 
and  establishment  is  on  North  Main 
| street,  w itli  a branch  office’at  Re  human  s 
| barber  shop.  Large  plate  glass  windows 
| make  the  place  one  of  the  most  ar.trae- 
I tive  in  the  town.  The  machinery  and 
building  are  new  . and  ths  work  turned 
out  here  is  strictly  first  class.  The 
usual  rates  are  given : Collars,  2L,  cents  ; 
cuffs.  5 cents;  shirts.  10  to  15  cents; 
undershirts,  8 to  10  cents ; drawers,  10 
(cents;  hose,  5 cents ; handkerchiefs,  3 
| to  5 cents.  Work  is  called  for  and  de- 
| live  red . 


MONT  BURROWS,  DRY  HOODS. 

| A House  Which  Furnishes  Ever>  thing  in  the 
Line  ol  General  merchandise. 

Everybody  in  New  Martinsville  knows 
i Mont  Burrows,  the  merchant.  He  has 
| one  of  the  finest,  neatest  and  most  up- 
| to-daie  stores  in  the  town.  A first 
I class  stock  of  dry  goods,  notions,  boots, 
| shoes,  clothing  and  furnishings,  liars. 
1 caps  and  general  merchandise  is  kept, 
j and  lowest  prices  always  prevail.  Mr. 

; Burrows  is  thoroughly  familiar  w ith  ail 
! branches  of  the  mercantile  trade,  ar.d 
I is  at  all  times  courteous  and  pleasant. 
! He  is  a native  cf  New  Martinsville, 
i having  bees  Lorn  in  18oi>.  Alter  Oiertt- 
! ing  in  a store  a few  years  he  started  in 
business  for  himself  in  1882,  and  has 
succeeded  beyond  measure. 

DILL’S  GROCERY. 

It  is  One  of  ihe  Well  Patronized  Business  Con- 
cerns of  New  Martinsville. 

The  leading  groeeT"of  New  Martins- 
ville is  J.  W.  Hill.  Located  n a con- 
venient portion  of  the  town,  he  com- 
mands a trade  second  to  no  other 
grocery  house  in  t lie  place.  Mr.  Hill’s 
stock  in  trade  is  everything  the  market 
affords  in  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  as 
well  as  all  lines  of  vegetables  and  uro- 
duce.  Being  familiar  w ith  every  branch 
| of  the  grocery  business,  from  actual  ex- 
perience, Mr  lllli  knows  how  to  select 
j goods  to  please  his  customers  and  to 
win  their  trade.  The  store  is  always 
I kept  in  order  and  everything  is  neat 
! and  clean.  It  i;  a place  of  business  and 
the  proprietor  is  a man  of  business,  lie 
was  born  in  1808.  in  New  Martinsville 
| and  attended  the  public  school  of  his 
' district  until  15  years  of  ago,  when  re 
j commenced  to  learn  the  shucmakir.g 
(trade.  Four  years  later  lie  s aru-d  in 
I the  grocery  business,  and  has  continued 
I in  it  ever  since.  Mr.  Hill  is  a Republi- 
can, a Mason,  and  an  Episcopalian. 

New  Martinsville  is  experiencing •«. 
boom. 


WETZEL  COUNTY  HISTORY 


NEW  MARTINSVILLE  SCHOOLS. 


I But  the  school  was  not  established  j ready  for  use,  there  stiil  remained  much 
without  a vigorous  contest.  There  is  j to  be  done  te  make  the  school  a success, 
always  more  or  less  jealousy  between  | and  to  this  Mr.  McG . Hall,  who  had 
the  town  arid  country,  and  although  ltj  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  hav- 
was  easy  to  demonstrate  that  the  town  ; ing  the  system  adopted,  being  president 


Principe!  Brice  H.  Hall,  Supported  by  a Strong 
Corps  o!  Teachers. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in 

the  history  of  New  Martinsville,  and  j sub-district  would  more  than  pay  the  j of  the  board  of  education,  threw- 


one  that  iias  been  the  most  productive  | whole  expenses  of  the  school,  the  op 
of  good  to  both  town  arid  county  was  * oosition  w as  de  termined,  and,  in  some 
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whole  of  his  energies,  and  to  him,  more 
than  to  any  one  else,  is  the  success  due. 


of  the  pupils  of  the  Magnolia  High 
School. 

An  article  in  regard  to  the  school, 
would  be  incomplete  without  paying 
a tribute  to  those  two  noble  young  men 
S.  V/.  Martin  and  E.  H.  Umstead 
whose  eailv  demise  was  undoubtedly 
due  to  their  w ork  in  the  school  room. 
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PRINCIPAL  BRICE  H.  KALI. 


the  adoption  of  the  “Central  High  j 
School”  system  for  Magnolia  district,  , 
and  the  erection  of  the  school  building  j 
now  in  use:  Very  many  will  recollect  j 

how  serious  was  the  situation  that  con-  | 
fronted  the  friends  of  education  and  the  | 
contest  which  culminated  In  the  ad  op-  j 
tionof  the  system,  but  a brief  reference  j 
may  be  interesting. 

The  old  building  on  Main  street  had 
outlived  its  days  of  usefulness.  Some  | 
excellent  teachers  had  done  good  work  i 
within  its  walls,  but  the  work  had  not 
been  done  so  well  as  it  could  have  been  | 
in  the  right  kind  of  school  rooms,  i 
Teachers  such  as  Messrs.  McEldowney. ! 
Jacobs,  Watson,  Brock  and  Hall  w ill  ! 
never  make  a failure,  but  it  is  difficult  j 
to  imagine  now  bow  they  could  have  j 
succeeded  so  well  as  they  did  in  that  i 
building;  too  small  for  tin-  growing  | 
town,  illy  constructed  and  poorly  venti- 1 
lated,  the  urgent  necessity  for  a larger  j 
and  better  one  needs  no  argument.  1 

Under  the  common  school  law  the  1 
terms  of  all  the  schools  in  this  district  | 
must  be  of  uniform  length,  and  while! 
the  country  people  were  satisfied  with  I 
four  months  of  school  each  year,  the 
friends  of  education  in  town  believed 
that  the  term  should  le  at  least  double 
that’in  order  to  accomplish  the  desire 
for  a higher  education. 

It  was  early  recognized  that  the 
formation  of  an  independent  district 
would  be  bitterly  opposed,  and  as  prom- 
ising more  for  the  sub-districts  by  giv- 


Such  friends  of  education  as  S.  H.  Mar-  They  both  died  young,  and  yet  they 
tin,  John  Shepherd,  and,  in  fact,  every 
progressive  business  man  and  citizen, 
gave  their  cordial  support  while  it  is 
due  to  the  town  papers  to  say  that  from 
the  very  inception  of  the  idea,  they 
were  united  in  the  effort  to  educate 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  system 
adopted. 

j The  arrangement  of  the  grades,  the 
I selection  of  the  teachers  who  would 
give  the  best  results,  and.  in  fact,  buiid- 
I ing,  as  it  was,  a furnished,  symetrical 
j structure  from  the  “raw  materials” 
w as  a work  of  difficulty  but  one  that 
was  so  honestly  performed  with  such 
grand  results  that  any  one  who  has 
been  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
Magnolia  High  School  may  well  be 
proud  of  the  fact.  The.  teachers  who 
have  been  connected  with  its  manage- 
ment include  such  names  as  Profs,  j 
AVilliains,  Wilmot,  Martin,  Umstead, 

Shields,  Mapel  and  Hall,  while  the 
Board  of  Education  has  always  been  for- 

HE.VRV  KOO.VTZ,  PRESIDENT  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

accomplished  more  than  many  with 
long  lives  and  the  influence  of  such 
characters  never  digs,  but  ever  lives 
for  good. 

The  Magnolia  school  prior  to  1877  was 
an  ungraded  one  and  when  the  district 
was  converted  into  an  independent  one, 
it  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  state. 
The  new  building,  which  w as  completed 
in  IS, St),  was  regarded  as  the  finest  ;.n 
the  state.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
town  and  increase  in  population  have 
rendered  the  building  inadequate  to 
hold  all  the  pupils  and  two  other  schools 
are  maintained.  The  present  course  cf 
study'  in  the  schools  is  equal  to  that  of 
the  preparatory  in  tiie  state  university. 
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TEACHERS  OF  THE  NEW  MARTINSVILLE  SCHOOLS. 


NEW  MARTINSVILLE  PI  ntlC  SCHOOLS. 


No.,1,  Tressia  Gibbons ; No.  2 Ella  Fisn;  No,  3,  \V.  E.  Mapi  r;  No.  4,  A 
Curtis;  Nh.  5.  Principal  Brice  II.  Hall;  No.  6,  Dora  McIntire. 

tunate  in  selecting  “of 
assistants. 


M. 


euses,  very  bitter.  But  the  friends  of 
education,  in  tow  n,  rallied  to  the  sup- 
ing  all  the  advanced  pupils  in  then:  free  j port  of  the  proposition,  and  were  join- 
access  to  the  high  school,  the  present  j ed  by  a large  number  of  the  progressive 
system  was  determined  upon,  and  it  is  | citizens  of  the  country  sub-districts, 
safe  to  say  that  its  success  has  been  far  | and  the  majority  at  the  polls  wa>  a de- 
greater  than  even  its  most  sanguine  ad- 1 cisive  one. 


the  best’ 


i A library  of  nearly  1,000  volumes,  phy- 
I sienl  apparatus,  and  the  other  parupher- 
for  | na’iii  make  the  Magnolia  high  school 
J one  of  the  t>est  institutions  in  thecuun- 
Prqbably  nothing  more  clearly  proves  > try. 
the  success  of  the  school  than  the  fact  ; More  than  fifty  of  the  graduates  from 
tliat  when  its  pupils  have  gone  to  oth-j  this  school  have  gone  ,o  higher  instito- 
et  schools,  even  to  higher  grades,  they  , tions  of  learning,  and  of  these  25  have 
alw  ays  take  a high  rank,  and  the  world  , finished  their  education  at  the  state 


vocates  predicted  or  hoped  for. 


The  system  adopted  and  the  building;  will  yet  hear  good  reports  from  many  | university.  The  school,  under  its  pres- 
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ent  management,  is  * i < - > n u magnificent 
work,  I’rincipai  B.  II  Hull,  with  an 
able  corps  of  assistants,  composed  of 
Professor  W.  E.  Maple,  Aliss  A.  M. 
Curtis,  Kula  Fish.  Tressia  (iihhotis  and 
Dora  Mclntire  compose  the  faculty  of 


NEW  MARTINSVILLE  ClilRCHES. 


Martinsville,  is  Henry  Koontz.  presi-  j 

dent  of  the  Magnolia  school  hoard,  and  I 

passenger  agent  lor  the  < »hio  Riv  er  rail-  Five  Religious  Denominations,  at!  of  Which! 

_ i it  i t * • , , u : Have  Sironr  Fol!o>virtj£5. 

road,  lie  was  horn  t-enruary  II.  1M>4.  j 

in  Wetzel  county.  His  father  was  R.  i There  are  surely  churches  enough  in 

Martinsville  to  redeem  all  the 


Koontz.  who  came  to  America  from 


the  main  school  building,  and  Charles  j Switzerland.  His  mother  before  mar-  j ^l,st  souls — if  those  hist  souls  have  any; 
Farmer  and  Miss  Maud  O’Connell  in  j riage  was  Elizabeth  Crahel, 


\ 
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the  Brooklyn  schools  I Switzerland.  They  settled 

Principal  Brice  H Hall  holds  the  title  ; 

B.  S.  M.  E.  He  was  horn  in  Fairmont. 

AVL  Ya  , and  is  a deseendent  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  that  part  of  the 
state.  Relatives  on  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides  of  Mr.  Hall  have 
held  responsible  positions,  and  ligured 
prominently  in  the  history  of  that  sec- 
tion of  West  Virginia.  Air.  Hall  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  ! 
schools  of  Ids  native  district,  and  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  at  Fair- 1 
mont  in  1887.  After  this  lie  began  ! 
teaching,  which  vocation  he  has  since  | 
followed.  He  also  took  a course  in  the 
state  normal  school  and  graduated  in  j 
the  class  of  ’89.  After  finishing  his  i 
work  at  the  Normal  he  was  tendered 
the  principalship  of  the  Palatine  graded  \ 
schools,  which  he  accepted  and  held  for  I 
a period  of  three  years.  He  was  offer- I 
ed  the  position  a fourth  year,  but  de- ! 
dined  to  accept  it.  as  he  wished  to  enter  I 
the  state  university  to  finish  his  educa-  j county,  and  later  moved  ti 
tion.  After  a four  years  course  in  that  : county.  ().,  where  the  son 
institution  he  graduated  with  the  class  I other  brothers,  was  edi 
of  ’96,  receiving  high  honors.  He  was 
chosen  one  of  the  five  members  to  rep- 
resent the  class  on  commencement  day, 
and  he  electrilied  the  people  with  his 
production  “The  New  South  ' 

It  should  be  said  to  Air.  Hall’s  credit 
that  in  all  his  school  hie  tie  never  tie- 
pended  upon  outside  financial  aid.  but 
rested  the  burden  with  himself.  Be- 
fore finishing  his  course  in  hie  state 
university  in  June.  '96,  h 


also  of 
Wetzel 


desire  to  lie  saved.  There  are  at  least  | 
five  denominations  and  other  religious 
organizations  are  beginning  to  develop 
The  Alethodist  church  is  perhaps  the 
strongest.  Two  churches  conducted  by 
separate  societies  ludd  fortli  in  New 
Martinsville.  One  is  the  Alethodist 
Church  North  and  the  other  the  Aleth- 
odist Church  South.  The  former  has  a 
very  nice  place  of  worship  on  Main 
street  almost  in  the  center  of  t He  town. 
Tlie  congregation  is  presided  over  by 
the  Rev.  E.  I).  Hanna,  I).  1).,  regular 
pastor.  The  Alethodist  Church  South 
j has  perhaps  the  largest  congregation  in 
! the  town.  "The  church  edifice  is  located 
! on  Maple  avenue  and  has  a strong  fol- 
I lowing.  The  pastor  of  this  church  is 
! tlie  Rev.  .1.  AI.  Garter.  A.  AI.  Air.  Car- 
ter was  born  in  Oldham  county,  near 
Louisville.  Ky  , October  5.  1851.  His 
father  was  a well-to-do  farmer.  Rev. 
Carter  was  deprived  of  tlie  advantages 


famous  Crab  Orchard  Springs.  In  1880 
lie  was  transferred  to  West  Virginia 
and  stationed  at  Clarksburg,  where  lie 
married  the  daughter  <.f  Dr.  J.L.  Carr. 
June  7,  lss2.  He  afterward- served  as 
pastor  at  Charleston.  Huntington. 
Greenup  and  Ashland.  Ky  : al-o  at 
Parkersburg  station,  where  he  remain- 
ed four  years,  during  which  the  mem- 
bership of  his  church  was  almost 
doubled.  Four  years  he  was  presiding 
elder  of  the  Charleston  district,  residing 
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'HO non,  NORTH. 


Belmont 
with  bi- 
tted at  the 

Row  hattan  schools.  In  187s  the  family 
moved  to  New  Alartinsville.  and  Henry 
Koontz  and  ao  older  brother  engaged 
in  the  wharfboat  business,  which  they  j 
followed  for  six  years.  The  junior  j 
member  served  as  deputy  sheriff  under  ■ 
John  Steinder  from  Isx-j  , , , 1-,-s.  when 
he  engaged  with  the  Ohio  River  rail- 
road as  passenger  and  freight  agent  at 
New  Alartinsville.  He  has  held  this 
was  elected  I position  ever  since,  in-  addition  to  act- 1 


principal  of  the  Harrisville  high  school 
and  re-elected  the  following  year.  He! 
resigned  to  take  up  the  work  at  New 
Martinsville,  a similar  position  being; 
offered  him  in  the  Magnolia  high  school. ! 
which  place  he  still  tills.  AI r . Hall  is  a 
man  of  Christian  eharacier  and  high  i 
fnoral  courage.  He  is  a gentleman  and 
a scholar,  whose  influence  and  life’s; 
work  will  live  after  he  is  dead. 

Assistant  Principal  AY.  E.  Afaple  was 
born  in  Greene  county,  Pa.,  January 
29,  1868.  He  moved  to  Alonongalia  j 
county  in  1871,  and  to  Wetzel  county  in 
1890.  He  has  been  engagee  in  teaching 
for  a period  of  12  years.  Air.  Alapie  is 
a deep  student  and  a thorough  teacher.  ; 
He  has  been  eminently  successful  in 
his  work,  and  holds  his  present  position 
because  of  his  worthiness 
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M.  K.  CiU'RCIi,  SOOTH . 

in  Barboursville.  and  most  of  the  time 
being  president  of  the  board  of  m-stPrs 
of  Barboursville  College.  At  the-- --ion 
of  his  conference  last,  fall  Rev.  Carter 
was  assigned  to  New  Alartins'dlle. 

The  Christian  congregation  has  a 
very  neat  place  of  w orship  in  Brooklyn, 
but  services  are  not  held  regularly  and 
there  is  no  regular  pastor. 

The  Episcopal  church  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  in  New  Alartinsville. 
A neat  chapel  on  Maple  avenue  serves 
as  a place  of  worship.  The  rector  of 
this  church  is  the  Rev.  R.  U.  Brooking, 
w ho  resides  on  Alapie  avenue. 

The  Catholic  congregation  hold  regu- 
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I REV.  .1.  M.  CARTER,  St.  E.  CIIfRCJf.  SOlTlt. 

J of  an  early  education  by  the  death  of 
1 hotii  Iiis  parents,  his  father  dying  in 
| January,  1863,  and  his  mother  in  Sep- 
j tember,  1832.  attended  tlie  dis- 
: trict  school  of  the  neighborhood  until 
1869,  when  he  entered  the  Kentucky 
University.  During  his  second  year  in 
ing  as  express  agent,  and  is  one  ot  the  r Hn t institution  he  was  stricken  with 
most  popular  nter  in  the  employ  of  the  typhoid  fever,  which  necessitated  his 
company.  return  home  for  the  remainder  of  the 

He  has  been  a member  of  the  school ! ye.,r  In  September,  1872,  lie  became 
A better  and  more  competent  corps  of  board  since  1 805,  and  takes  great  inter-  ^ student  in  the  Kentucky  Wes- 
teache rs  is  liarti  tofindtliaiitlioseeni-  o „ t in  flip  uro  motion  of  Hdnoatioiuil  i . • o < < > > 

ployed  in  the  New  Alartinsville  schools.;:^  ^ Whe":  "*  **  *m4“Md 

O.  F.  and  K.  of 


to  fill  it. 


CHRISTIAN  llll  Reil. 

lar  services.  Their  place  of  worship  is 
on  Virginia  street,  in  the  north  part  of 
the  city. 

New  Alartiusville  is  within  reach  of 
coal,  oil,  railroads,  churches,  schools, 
rich  farming  and  fruit  growing  coun- 
try. You  are  invited  to  locate  here. 


in  1876,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  In  1881  his  alma  mater  con- i 


Both  ladies  and  gentiemen  are  courteous  "orK‘  . r 

and  refined.  They  have  spent  most  of  eret  societies,  the  i.  <> 

their  time  fitting  themselves  for  the!?.,  being  the  two  principal  orders  to  j f,-rre,i  upon  him  the  degree  of  Alaster! 
work  which  they  are  now  doing,  and  the  which  he  belomrs  | ... 

schools  under  their  charge  must  of,  * **' j of  Am  r,'ur  -vf,!lr5  !,r,>v,ous  !hsl 

necessity  be  improved  and  advanced.  V„v,  Mnrf!n«vil!»  »i!i  soon  h«v.  ! he  "f  hc*ns*'d  *"  ‘f0''"""*  11 1 

I member  of  the  Kentucky  Conference,  I 
M.  E.  Church,  South  in  1876.  For  four 

New 
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New  Alartinsville  will  soon  have  an- 
other railroad. 


One  of  the  most  progressive  and  up- I New  Martinsville  is  located  near  the 
to-date  citizens  of  the  town  of  New!  oil  territory. 


New  Martinsville  is  a growing  town — 
because  it  offers  cheap  homes,  the  best 
educutiodal  advantages  and  natural  re- 
sources of  any  town  in  the  state. 

New  Martinsville  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  towns  along  the  Ohio  Ya'ley. 

New  Martinsville  ,s  a tow n of  churches 
and  good  schools. 


years  he  served  different  pastorates  in  I 
that  conference,  the  first  including  the  | 


New  Martinsville  has  a population  of 
2, Out)  people. 


'I 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


EX-JIDOE  THOMAS  r.  JACOBS. 

No  man  of  public  life  in  AYetzel  coun- 
ty is  better  known  throughout  the  state 
of  West  Virginia  than  Ex-Judge  of  the 
Fourth  Judicial  Circuit  Thomas  E. 
Jacobs,  of  New  Martinsville.  Asa  law- 
yer, judge  and  politician  he  has  won 
distinction  and  success,  lie  was  born  j 
near  New  Cumberland,  Allegheny  conn- 1 
ty,  Maryland,  in  1852,  and  his  parents  I 
came  to  West  Virginia  when  he  was  I 
quite  young.  He  secured  his  early  f 
education  in  the  public  and  private  | 
schools  of  the  state,  and  finally  grad-  J 
uated  from  the  University  of  Virginia! 
in  1874.  Three  years  after  graduating  j 
lie  was  married  to  Miss  Eugenie  A. 
Bnuseh.  at  Piedmont  . W.  Va..  to  which  ' 
union  there  have  been  born  twodaugh- 1 
ters,  Gratia  Leah,  non  18  years  of  age,  J 
and  Anna  Louise.  15  years  of  age.  Mr.  ! 
Jacobs  was  elected  judge  of  the  Fourth 
Judicial  Circuit  in  1888  by  the  Kepub- ! 
beans.  He  owns  one  of  the  finest  resi-  | 
dences  in  the  county  at  New  Martins- 
ville, where  he  lias  lived  for  23  tears.  ■ 


was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  He 
was  ticket  agent  two  years  at  Wheeling 
for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
then  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  lie 
remained  three  years  with  a large 
wholesale  firm.  He  finally  settled  at 
New  Martinsville,  and  is  today  one  of 
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Himself  as  well  as  the  memiter-  of  his 
family  are  membsrs  of  die  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


:x.  Si, 


ROBERT  M EI.BiUVNEl,  T.AWYEP. 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  that  town 
and  the  county  of  Wetzel  in  which  he 
was  born. 

The  next  year  after  being  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  law.  he  was  elected 
ro  the  West  \ irginia  legislature  from 
Wetzel  county,  which  he  represented 
from  1-7 i to  I s 7.“,  Two  y ears  later  he 
associated  himself  with  W 8 Wiley 
Esu  . in  the  founding  of  rhe  ‘Wetzel 
Democrat.”  one  of  the  leading  Demo- 
cratic Journals  of  rile  "Tale. 

Mr  McEidow.ney  was  married  late  in 
life  to  Anna  Louise  ■"inirh.  of  Alle- 
gheny. Pi  , and  f.i  t l.o - union  w.. 
daughters  were  boro,  only  one  ,.f  vvhh  j, 
is  -till  I is  ing 

Mr.  McEldowiiey  own- a very  ..on. 
fortable  home  in  New  Martins*  die  !«- 
-iites  real  estate  in  Ohio.  and  lie  enjoys 
a most  lucrum e practice  in  t he  local 
courts,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States 
Cuurt  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ap- 
peal- ill  West  Virginia 


schools.  He  owes  much  of  his  ability  I education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
as  an  instructor  to  his  former  teacher,  j native  state.  At  the  age  of  18  years  lie 
C.  B.  Farmer,  who  encouraged  him  to  entered  the.  State  Normal  School  at 
pursue  his  studies  when  many  others  Fairmont,  afterwards  teaching  school 
did  the  reverse.  In  1887  he  gleaned  a i two  years.  He  was  married  in 
faint  idea  of  becoming  a pensman,  gt  - j September.  1883,  to  Mi-s  Mary 
ing  three  miles  each  evening,  rain,  hail  | Anderson,  daughter  of  Lewis  An- 
or  shine,  to  a class  of  young  penmen,  j derson,  of  Wetzel  county.  He  wn» en- 
orgnnized  ond  conducted  by  Mr.  ( 1 
fant.  The  taste  acquired  there  "meant  1 T" r-'-" : 
more,”  and  in  1892  he  entered  Michaels’  j | 
famous  school  at  Delaware.  < )hio,  w here 
he  gained  proHeioiiey  in  tiie  science  of 
accounts,  shorthand,  penmanship,  ere., 
and  in  J893  we  find  him  at  the  Zanarkin 
Art  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
new  ideas  were  acquired  and  greater 
proficiency  in  hi-  work  a named. 

Since  leaving  said  schools  lie  ha- been 
a very  busy  man  w ith  the  pen.  gradually 
and  surely  reaching  tin  standard  which 
will  place  him  among  America  s first 
artists.  Hi- line  of  w.  rk  i- not  limited, 
but  landscape  and  marine  sketching, 
public  school  drawing,  engrossing  reso- 
lutions, memorials,  family  records,  let- 
terheads, portraits  in  India  ink  or  pen- 
cil, several  styles  of  writing  and  many 
styles  of  lettering,  etc  , are  all  handled 
with  equal  skill  and  nicety. 
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igaged  with  his  father.  J .1  Robinson , 
in  the  mercantile  business  for  six 
j years,  after  which  he  began  the  study 
| of  law,  entering  the  University  of  Vir- 
1 ginia.  After  tinl-liing  Ids  course  at 
; this  institution  iie  w.is  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  1SH4,  and  two  year- 
later  we-  non  inn:'  d >r»  di-  [le-'m  n-a- 
ticket  for  pr, .-touting  attorney  of  AVet- 
1 zel  county,  to  which  position  in*  was 
'elected,  filling  it  with  credit 
to  himself  and  honor  to  iis  parry  Mr 
j Robinson  i-  the  father  of  two  children. 
| John  11.,  born  June  19.  iss)4  nd  i’-e-ste, 
born  January  5,  189(1. 
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I.  W.  NEWMAN.  KSq. 

A malt  who  has  had  mucit  o>  do  with 
the  affairs  ,.f  'A.  t . t ■■.■..o  , v - ,1  W. 
Newman,  Esq,  ex-t-triuil  clerk,  lie 

>r  .-T-i  n—? r « Ac  , 


ROBERT  M ELDOWNKV,  ESQ. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  praevi-  i 
tioners  at  the  Wetzel  county  bar  is 
Robert  McEldowney,  Esq.,  both  Saw- 
yer and  editor.  He  was  bom  Novom-  i 
ber,  1837.  His  father  was  Samuel  Me- 
Eldowney,  a farmer,  whose  parents 
came  to  America  in  1798.  Robert  Mc- 
Eldowney was  educated  in  tha  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  Wetzel  county  which 
were  then  the  only  kind,  and  Inter  sent 
to  Moundsville  Academy  and  to  Mar- 
ietta, O.,  College.  He  began  the  study 
of  law  previous  to  the  civil  war,  but  ; 
when  the  great  conflict  came  he  joined 
the  Confederate  service  and  served  \ 
from  1981  to  1865,  as  captain  of  the  27th 
Virginia  Infantry  in  the  famous  Stone- j 
wall  brigade.  After  the  close  of  the  i 
war  he  again  took  up  his  studiet  an  i j 


.1.  tV.  KAUFMAN',  CIRCl'IT  CI.ERK. 

J.  W.  Kaufman,  circuit  clerk  of  Wet- 
zel county,  was  born  October  8,  1 S 7 ' ) . 
His  father  was  John  Kaufman. of  Green 
Hill,  Wetzel  county. 

The  greatest  aim  of  tin*  junior  Kauf- 
man's "teens”  appears  to  have 
been  in  evading  the  hoe.  chasing 
down  the  innocent  squirrel,  and 
reading  any  and  every  thing  which  came 
in  his  grasp,  which  brought  about  the 
remark  by  many  of  his  friends  that  lie 
would  rend  himself  crazy  ere  he  arrived 
at  man’s  estate.  But  up  to  date  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease  have  been  very 
unfavorable  indeed,  and  he  has  estnl)- 
li-hed  a reputation  above  the  average 
as  an  honest,  conscientious,  Christian 
gentleman. 

He  has  taught  six  years  in  the  public 


.1  *V.  KATFMAN.  I tail  IT  CI.ERK. 

I He  is  well  known  over  the  county  u- 
| a fluent  and  able  speaker,  and  the  pros- 
j peels  in  store  for  him  are  very  encour- 
aging, having  already  refused  several 
lucrative  positions  in  order  to  reach  the 
highest  standard  before  launching  into 
the  business  world.  He  holds  diplomas 
from  our  State  fair  for  excellence  in 
pen  art. 

In  1896  iie  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
j circuit  clerk,  receiving  a handsome 
Democratic  majority.  Mr.  Kaufman 
; re-idps  in  Brooklyn.  He  is  a member 
I of  New  Martinsville  ledge  No.  39  K,  ,v 

i A . M . 
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E.  L.  R03IN8ON,  PR«>8ECl‘TISO  ATTORNEY. 

A progressive  citizen  of  Wetzel  county 
is  E.  L.  Robinson,  Esq.,  prosecuting 
attorney.  He  was  born  March  18.  1863. 
nenr  Littleton,  and  received  his  early 
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J.  IV.  NEW  VAN,  LAWYER. 

was  born  April  9,  11-52  His  fath<  r was 
William  A.  New  man,  a native  of  West- 
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ern  Virginia,  and  his  mother  before 
marriage  was  Sarah  Donaldson,  of 
Wheeling. 

J.  W.  Newman  graduated  from  the 
Fairmont  Normal  school.  Deserved  18 
years  as  circuit  clerk  of  Wetzel  county, 
and  in  1897  was  admitted  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  Since  entering  upon  his 
profession  he  has  won  considerable  dis- 
tinction as  a practitioner  and  politician. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Sue  Hall, 
daughter  of  Leonard  Hall,  and  to  them 
one  son  was  born. 


FRANK  WELLS  CLARK,  LAWYER. 

Frank  Wells  Clark  is  the  son  of 
Josephus  Clark,  a sketch  of  whose  life 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  His 
grandfather  was  Ebenezer  Clark,  w hose 
wife  was  Harriett  Anderson.  His 
mother  is  Lina  Russell  Clark,  daughter 
of  Friend  Cox,  for  many  years  clerk  of 
the  Wetzel  courts,  and  Susan  Thistle, 
sister  of  the  late  Archibald  and  Samp- 
son Thistle,  of  Sistersville.  He  v.as 
born  in  New  Martinsville,  NoveirtberffO, 
1868,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 
When  but  13  years  old  he  delivered  an 
original  oration  at  the  exercises  mark- 
ing the  close  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Magnolia  High  School,  his  name  ap- 
pearing in  the  same  capacity  the  three 
following  years.  The  spring  of  1885, 
when  16  years  of  age,  upon  the  serious 
illness  of  the  principal,  lie  for  over  two 
months  had  charge  of  classes  belonging 
to  the  principal  and  first  assistant.’ 

Four  years  were  passed  by  him  iri 
regular  course  at  the  West  Virginia 
University,  graduating  in  the  class  of 
1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  the  first  Wetzel  county  graduate 
of  the  State  University.  During  more 
than  three  years  of  tins  period  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  cadet  corps,  then  as 
now  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  U. 
S.  Army,  and  by  successive  promotions 
attained  the  rank  of  captain  during  his 
senior  year.  During  the  session  of 
1890-’91  he  was  again  enrolled  at  the 
West  Virginia  University,  having  con- 
ferred uyon  him  in  June,  1891.  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  various  religious  and 
literary  organizations  of  this  college 
and  town,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Enoch  Howard  Vickers,  of  li is  class, 
edited  the  Athemr-um,  tiie  organ  of  the 
students  during  t lie  session  of  1889-’90, 
and  the  W.  V.  U.  Daily  during  the  com- 
mencement week,  1891  During  his 
college  career  he  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  represent  these  organizations 
on  public  occasions.  Among  these  ad- 
dresses may  be  mentioned  his  contest  j 
oration,  “No  North — No  South,”  his 
oration  before  the  university  on  Wash- 
ington’s Birthday,  1891,  his  graduating 
thesis  on  “Civil  Service  Reform,”  and 
his  debate  at  a public  session  of  the 
Parthenon  Society  supporting  the  prop- 
osition that  there  should  be,  for  mules, 
a property  qualification  for  marriage. 
The  occasion  he  seems  to  remember 
with  most  pleasure,  however,  is  Easter 
Day,  1890,  when  by  social  invitation 


I 

the  venerable  Hon.  Waitman  T.  Willey, 
one  of  the  first  United  States  Senators 
from  West  Viaginia,  and  Mr.  Clark  ad- 
dressed the  congregation  and  students 
in  the  M.  E.  church  at  Morgantown. 

After  an  interval  in  business,  Mr. 
Clark  went  to  Boston  and  enrolled  as  a 
student  at  Harvard  University,  where 
three  years  were  passed.  Ills  time 
there  was  principally  devoted  to  law, 
but  much  attention  was  given  to  politi- 
cal science,  economics,  finance,  litera- 
ture and  the  trend  of  modern  religious 
thought,  all  of  which  have  had  a fasci- 
nation for  him.  He  received  from  Har- 
vard the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in 
June,  1896. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  West  Vir- 
ginia he  became  executor  of  a large  es- 
tate, which  has  since  taken  much  of 
iiis  time  and  attention.  His  work  has 
been  done  in  a careful,  business  like 
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FRANK  WELLS  CLARK,  LAWYER. 

manner,  giving  entire  satisfaction  to  all 
interested.  Mr.  Clark  is  a member  of 
the  New  Martinsville  bar,  having  been  i 
admitted  in  1892.  His  offices  are  at  05  j 
Main  street,  over  the  New  Martinsville  I 
Bank,  of  which  he  lias  been  director  j 
and  vice  president  since  its  organiza-  i 
tion. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clark  is  a Jefferson-] 
Jackson-Cleveland  Democrat,  unalter- I 
ably  opposed  to  the  principle  of  protec-  i 
tion,  believing  that  American  brain  and  ] 
muscle  can  defy  all  competition.  Just 
as  repugnant  to  him  are  Mr.  Bryan’s  ! 
financial  theories,  -though  he  lias  been  I 
a careful  student  of  ail  Mr.  Bryan’s  | 
speeches  and  writings,  and  lias  high  ad- 
I miration  for  Mr.  Bryan  as  a man  and  | 
orator.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  so- 
called  Cold  Democratic  State  Ccnven-  1 
tion  at  Wheeling,  and  cast  the  only  vote 
received  by  the  Painter  and  Buckner 
electors  at  New  .Martinsville.  Mr. 
Clark  has  kept  out  of  politics,  however.  I 
twice  refusing  the  urgent  request  of 
delegates  to  be  allowed  to  present  his 
name  before  the  convention  called 
to  nominate  a candidate  forthc'Tyler- 
Wetzel  legislative  district,  and  only 


after  repeated  refusals  permitting  the 
nomination  for  mayor  of  New  Martins- 
ville, in  1897,  by  the  anli-iicense  con- 
vention, the  whole  ticket  being  de- 
feated. He  is  an  earnest,  opponent  of 
licensing  saloons,  never  hesitating, 
when  occasion  demands,  to  express  his 
views  on  the  subject. 

Though  not  a politician  Mr.  Clark 
firmly  believes  that  every  American  ] 
citizen  should  interest  himself  in  pub- 
lic issues.  His  position  on  this  import- 
ant question  is  well  epitomized  in  the 
following  paragraph  from  ur.  address 
delivered  by  him  at  New  Martinsville, 
July  4th,  1897,  his  subject  being  Chris- 
tian Citizenship:  “May  I suggest, 

however,  that  payment  of  taxes  is  not 
all— that  casting  your  ballots  is  not  all. 
It  is  your  duty  to  inform  yourselves  as 
thoroughly  as  your  daily  occupation 
will  permit,  upon  living  issues,  state 
and  national.  You  should  think  for 
yourselves,  and  not  permit  prejudice 
or  passion  or  abuse  to  swerve  you  from 
a position  you  feel  to  be  right.  Y’ou 
should  attend  the  preliminary  caucuses 
and  conventions  of  your  party,  for  it  is 
here  that  the  powerof  the  political  boss 
and  corruptionist  is  most  conspicuous 
and  dangerous,  Y'ou  should  keep  in 
mind  that  those  in  public  position  are 
the  servants  of  the  people,  and  should  I 
see  that  their  duties  are  performed  | 
honestly  and  faithfully.  Christian  cit- 
izenship mentis  constant,  w atchful  ser- j 
vice,  or  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  | 
living  poets  lias  well  phrased  it,  Citi- 
zenship by  Manhood.” 

Mr.  Clark  is  a member  of  the  Phi 
Kappa  1’si  Fraternity,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing college  secret  organizations.  He  is 
a member  of  Wetzel  Lodge  No.  39,  A. 
F.  and  A.  M.,of  w hich  he  is  Senior  War- 
den. He  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  being  president  of  the 
Fitzgerald  Epworth  League.  He  is 
unmarried. 


W.  r.  CIIAFFEE.  GROCER. 

W.  P.  Chaffee,  of  New  Martinsville, 
was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  O., 
August  11,  1865.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  spent  the  most  of  his 
early  life  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Chaf- 
fee was  married  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in 
1888,  to  Miss  Emily  Selinek.  of  Denver, 
Col.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union.  Mr.  Chaffee  has  followed 
the  oil  fields  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  | 
with  every  branch  of  the  business.  He 
came  to  New  Martinsv  ille  in  February, 
1898,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. On  the  12th  of  May  he  added  a 
very  fine  ice  cream  parlor,  and  has 
made  arrangements  to  deliver  manu- 
factured ice  cream  to  ail  parts  of 
os  the  town  at  Wheeling  prices.  Mr. 
Chaffee  has  located  in  New  Martins- 
ville to  stay,  and  is  deserving  of  the 
patronage  of  all  classes.  He  is  a gen- 
tleman worthy  of  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  everybody,  and  a hustler  in  business. 

New  Martinsville  is  the  county  seat 
of  one  of  the  richest  sections  of  West 
Virginia. 


LEADING  STORK. 

JoocpbuA  C£ar|c,  the  Pioneer  Merchant  of  New 
Martinsville. 

it  is  a well  known  fact  that  in  almost 
all  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  United 
States  the  most  successful  men  are 
those  whose  boyhood  ana  early  man- 
hood were  passed  upon  the  farm.  Farm 
life  affords  un  abundance  of  hard,  phy- 
sical labor  in  the  open  air,  better  for 
the  body  and  mind  of  the  growing  boy 
than  all  the  gymnasiums  in  the  world. 
The  boy  who,  under  the  direction  of 
wise  parents,  has  his  hands  and  brain 
ever  busily  employed,  is  the  making  of 
the  man  upon  w hom  the  world  will  de- 
pend tomorrow. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised 
upon  a farm,  to  whose  various  influ- 
ences during  the  formative  years  of  his 
career  may  be  justly  attributed  his  un- 
varying good  health  and  success  in  life. 

Mr.  Clark  was  liom  in  1835.  in  Ylaish- 
all county,  Virginia.  His  parents  were 
Ebenezer  Clark  and  Harriett  Ander- 
son, who  moved  to  Clark’s  Ridge,  near 
Fanlight,  YVetzel  (then  Tyler)  county’, 
when  their  son  was  e child.  Ebenezer 
Clark  faithfully  represented  Wetzel 
county  in  the  Legislature  at  Richmond, 
and  was  for  many  years  a justice  of  t lie 
peace.  Ebenezer  chapei,  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  at  Fanlight,  w as  named 
in  his  honor. 

When  he  had  but  reached  manhood, 
Mr.  Clark  was  elected  constable.  After 
a few  years  devoted  to  farming,  he  was, 

| in  1861,  at  the  age  of  25,  elected  sheriff 
I of  Wetzel  county,  at  once  moving  to 
New  Martinsville,  where  lie  has  since 
resided.  This  position  was  filled  so  ne- 
ceptably  that  iie  was  twice  re-eieetc-d, 
serving  from  1861  to  1866,  being  the  iast 
sheriff  of  Wetzel  county,  Virginia,  and 
the  first  under  the  administration  of 
the  New  Dominion.  Upon  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  as  sheriff,  he  was  nomi- 
nated, very  much  contrary  to  his 
wishes,  for  commissioner  of  the  county 
court,  and  was  elected,  although  the 
district  was  normally  carried  by  the 
opposition.  For  two  years  he  officiated 
as  president  of  the  county  court. 

In  the  autumn  of  1866  Mr.  Ciark  and 
Gabriel  Leap,  the  latter  still  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  the  town,  formed  a co- 
partnership to  carry  on  a general  store. 
The  enterprise  was  immediately  suc- 
cessful. This  partnership  w as  dissolved 
in  1880,  the  business  being  continued 
by  Mr.  Clark,  who  has  from  time  to 
time  added  to  his  stock  and  building, 
endeavoring  to  keep  in  advance  ot  all 
competition.  The  Clark  building  is 
located  on  the  Court  House  Square, 
New  Martinsville,  the  store  room  being 
one  of  the  handsomest  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  The  business  is  under 
Mr.  Clark’s  personal  supervision,  he 
being  assisted  in  the  management  by 
his  son,  Josephus  B.  Clark 

The  Wetzel  County  Bank  was  organ- 
ized in  1889,  Mr.  Clark  lieing  made  a 
member  of  the  first  lioard  of  directors, 
by  whom  he  was  unanimously  elected 
president  of  the  bank.  This  position  he 


resigned  at  the  end  of  the  second  year. 
He  has  always  enjoyed  farming,  per- 
haps his  most  notable  achievement  in 
this  line  being  the  reclaiming  and  put- 
ting into  condition  for  cultivation  of 
what  is  now  the  magnificent  Brown 
farm,  just  south  of  New  Martinsville. 
At  the  present  writing  he  is  the  owner 
of  three  farms.  He  owns  some  of  the 
most  valuable  real  estate  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  New  Martinsville 
and  Brooklyn,  and  Clark’s  addition  to 
the  former  town  was  laid  off  and  spld 
by  him,  His  residence,  a half-tone  cut 
of  which  is  given,  occupies  one  of  the 
most  convenient  and  attractive  situa- 
tions in  the  town. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  of  whose  Sunday  school 
he  has  been  superintendent  since  some 
time  in  the  seventies,  hie  presented  to 
the  congregation  the  ground  upon 
which  the  present  church  building  is 
located.  He  has  been  a Mason  for  per- 
haps 35  years,  being  a member  of  Wet- 
zel Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat.  His  first 
presidential  vote  was  for  James  Btick- 
hannon,  and  his  last  for  William  .T. 
Bryan,  he  being  an  earnest  advocate  of 
the  free  and  independent  coinage  of 
silver  by  this  country  at  the  ratio  of  16 
to  1. 

September  20,  1S08.  Josephus  Clark 
and  Lina  Russell  C'ox  were  united  in 
marriage.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  daughter 
of  Friend  Cox  and  Susan  Thistle,  her 
grandparents  being  George  E.  Cox  and 
Sampson  Thistle,  Sr.  Five  children  are 
living:  Frank  Wells  Clark  is  a New 
Martinsville  attorney.  Josephus  B. 
Clark,  who  assists  in  the  management 
of  his  father’s  large  store,  passed  two 
years  at  the  State  University,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Duff's  Business  College, 
Pittsburg.  Friend  E.  Clark  is  a student 
at  the  West  Virginia  University,  and  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1S9S.  The  old- 
est daughter,  Minnie  Edna  Clark,  was 
educated  at  the  WheelingFemale Sem- 
inary and  Millersburg  Female  College, 
and  the  youngest.  Ella  Cox  Clark,  grad- 
uated from  the  New  Martinsville  High 
School,  and  is  now  a student  at  the 
National  Park  Seminary,  near  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 


A.  O.  RUBY,  LIVERYMAN. 

There  is  no  feature  that  contributes 
so  much  towards  a city’s  reputation  for 
; progress  and  enterprise  as  facilities  af- 
forded by  well  conducted  livery  stables. 
In  speaking  in  this  connection  reference 
must  be  made  to  the  well  patronized 
1 and  reliable  establishment  conducted 
by  A.  C.  Ruby,  of  New  Martinsville, 
Wetzel  county,  whose  stable-  are  locat- 
ed near  the  Ohio  River  railroad  station. 
He  also  conducts  a large  livery  at  Sis- 
tersville,  situated  on  the  main  thorough- 
fare of  the  town,  South  Wells  street. 
Both  of  these  establishments  are  large 
and  well  equipped  with  horses  and 
vehicles.  Horses  left  in  charge  of 
either  stable  receive  the  best  attention 
from  experienced  hostlers,  while  the 


WETZEL  COUNTY  HISTORY 


provender  is  of  the  very  best  and  al- 
ways liberally  served.  A large  number 
of  very  fine  stylish  carriages,  buggies, 
etc.,  fine  stylish  riding  and  driving  ani- 
mals can  be  hired  upon  the  most  ren- 


' horses.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  lluby  sells 
: more  horses  than  any  other  man  in  the 
| state  of  West  Virginia.  Hegets  nearly 
: all  the  heavy  hauling  to  do  in  the  line 
l of  machinery,  pipe  and  supplies  for  oii 
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The  son  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  he  lias  been  following  the 
oilfields  for  13  years.  Two  years  he 
snent  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Homestead.  He  located  in  Sistersville 
in  the  livery  business  in  1895.  and  es- 
tablished a large  stable.  A year  later 
he  established  a large  stable  at  New 
Martinsville. 

Mr.  Ruby  was  married  February  11, 
1S92,  to  Miss  X.  V.  Simpson,  of  Oak- 
dale, Pa.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
child,  Eleanor,  a daughter,  who  is  now 
four  years  old.  Mr  Ruby  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life. 


A.  C.  RUBY,  CONTRACTOR. 

sonable  terms,  for  business  or  pleasure, 
at  ail  hours  of  the  day  or  night.  All 
orders  receive  prompt  attention.  A 
specialty  is  made  of  carriage  service  for 


ALBERT  BURKARDT,  CONTRACTOR. 

Albert  Burkardt,  general  contractor 
and  builder, who  is  now  constructing  the 
| county  jail  building  and  the  new  posr- 
j office,  was  born  in  Tiffin,  O.,  in  1862. 
| He  apprenticed  himself  so  his  father  to 
! learn  the  brick  trade  at  Kenton,  O.,  and 
| soon  became  a skilled  workman.  That 
j he  has  succeeded  in  business  is  shown 
j by  the  fact  that  he  has  built  a large 
J number  of  fine  residences  and  several 
moxt  borrows’  store  avd  resioexge.  j public  buildings.  Among  the  latter 
| contractors  and  operators  in  ar.d  about.  n,aJ_  the  St.  Patrick  church 
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! New  Martinsville,  and  gets  his  share  of 
j it  in  the  field  surrounding  Sistersville. 
I In  addition  to  this  business  Mr.  Ruby 
also  sells  feed.  In  addition  to  being  a 
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| at  Bellefontaine,  O.,  school  building 
at  Grafton.  W.  Va.,  and  several  others. 
In  addition  to  these  he  built  a 
large  brick  business  block  at  Mt  Gil- 
ead, O..  a line  large  brick  residence  at 
Marion,  (>..  a three  story  wholesale 
block  at  Gallon,  O.,  and  a large  machine 
shop  at  Bellefontaine. 

Mr.  Burkardt  intends  to  locate  per- 
manently in  New  Martinsville,  because 
he  believes  the  town  has  a bright  out- 
look. He  is  a self  made  man  and  has 
won  his  way  in  the  world  by  careful 
management,  honorable  dealing  and 
skilled  workmanship.  The  new  jail  and 
the  postoffice  which  he  is  now  building 
will  compare  favorably  with  any  struc- 
tures of  the  same  kind  in  the  -tate  or 
any  other  state.  .Mr.  Burkhardt  is  pre- 
pared at  all  times  to  furnish  estimates 
and  will  guarantee  his  work  to  be  what 
it  is  represented. 

He  was  married  in  1896  to  Miss  Ella 
Burns,  and  to  t'  em  have  been  born 
three  sons. 


RUBY  S I.IVERY  STABLE,  NEW  MARTINSVILLE. 


' balls,  weddings,  parties,  receptions, 
j theaters,  funerals,  shopping  and  pieas- 
I ure  excursions,  and  none  but  exper- 
ienced and  capable  drivers  are  employ- 


ed. 


j Mr.  Ruby  makes  a specialty  of  selling 
j horses  and  doing  contract  work  for 
; heavy  hauling.  He  has  gained  a great 
j reputation  in  this  connection  among  oil 
I men,  and  during  the  summer  season 
j ii  is  stables  are  centers  of  great  activity, 
j dozens  of  teams,  wagons  and  drivers 
| surrounding  it.  During  the  past  year 
j Mr.  Ruby  has  done  $80,000  worth  of 
I business  of  this  kind  at  his  two  stables, 
| where  he  always  keeps  from  80  to  100 


j fivervman  and  contractor.  Mr.  Ruby  is 
;a  manufacturer,  being  treasurer  of  a 
I company  at  New  Martinsville  which 
' makes  high  explosives,  torpedoes,  etc. 

| The  other  officers  of  this  concern  ure  11. 

] T.  Hervey,  president,  and  ('.  G.  West- 
erman.  superintendent.  The  aianu- 
I favouring  plant  is  located  about  one 
milefrom  Xew  Martinsville.  The  office 
is  in  t tie  Elk  Hotel  building,  on  Maple 
avenue.  New  Martinsville. 

Mr.  l’uby  was  born  at  Prospect,  But- 
lercounty,  l’a.,in  lStlti.  H is  father  was 
Harrison  Ruby,  born  1820,  and  his 
| mother  before  marriage  Abigail  Gra- 
I ham,  both  natives  of  Butler  county. 


Joseph  rxnER'voon,  orocer. 

One  of  the  leading  grocery  houses  of 
New  Martinsville  is  that  of  Joseph  Un- 
iderwood,  on  North  street,  neat  tho 
Magnolia  High  School  budding  Mr. 
Underwood  was  born  in  ISoti.  He  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Wheeling,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  produce  business. 
Me  moved  to  New  Martinsville  in  191-0, 
and  was  the  first  man  to  sell  ice  made 
of  filtered  and  distilled  water — one  of 
the  most  healthful  drinks  on  the  mar- 
ket. Mr  Underwood  makes  a speciaLt 
of  groceries  and  produce,  always  keep- 
ing a complete  iineof  l«>th.  Ail  orders 
i left  for  ice  ns  well  as  groceries  or  pro- 
duce will  receive  prompt  otter  ;inr. 

Mr  Underwood  is  married  and  has  a 
line  futnilvof  five  sons  and  threedaugh- 
ters. 
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WETZEL  COUNTY  FAIR  ASSOCIATION. 

It  Wu  Organized  «s  • Joint  Stock  Company  In 
1888 

The  Wetzel  County  Fair  Association 
was  organized  ns  n joint  stock  com- 
pany in  1888,  with  John  Stender  as 
president;  S.  R.  Martin,  secretary,  and 
Leslie  J.  Williams,  treasurer.  Outside 
of  two  or  three  years  when  Justus  Eakin 
acted  as  president.  James  McGhee,  sec- 
retary, and  James  Bishop,  treasurer. 


trainers.  Many  of  these  are  fitted  for 
campaigning  and  make  annual  tours  of 
circuits  in  Ohio,  \\  eat  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania. 

One  of  the  finest  speed  horses  in  the 
State  of  West  Virginia  is  Summit  Chief, 
owned  hy  Messrs.  Justus  Eakin  anu 
John  Stephens.  This  animal  is  a bay 
stallion  I6V1  hands  high  ; weight  about 
1,150  pounds.  He  is  registered  in  the 
American  Trotting  Association  as  fol- 
lows ; Register  No.  11,553  ; foaled  188S, 


Spreekle.2 :19  pace,  also  eligible  to  2:  lO'n 
trot ; Ethel.  5 years  old  .sired  by  Citizen  ; 
Wetzel  Bel.  3 years  old,  by  Election 


'I  K.  THOMPSON,  COUNTY  Cl  ERE 

H.  R.  Thompson,  county  clerk  of 
Wetzel  county,  was  burn  in  Belmont 


Bel : St.  Bel,  by  Electioneer,  and  Toil'.,  a I county,  O.,  March  17.  1841.  At  the  age 


breeding  mare,  having  a record  of  2:16. 
Tola  is  Hie  mother  of  a colt  sired  by 
Summit  Chief,  which  is  one  of  the  fin- 
est animals  in  West  Virginia. 

Among  the  animals  owned  by  Mr. 
Stephens  are’Pnlladine,  running  record, 
1:24,  sired  by  Tenbrooke,  dam  Mollie 
McCarty  ; May  Day,  half  mile  in  50  sec- 
onds, sired  by  Masterpiece,  and  several 
other  well  bred  running  horses.  The 
animals  are  under  the  care  of  Ernest 
Cottrell. 


of  two  years  he  moved  to  \\  heel- 
ing with  his  parents,  and  in  1883 
came  to  New  Martinsville.  Two  years 
previous  to  this  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Cecelia  Bruner.  In  1870  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Thompson  moved  to  Littleton,  where 
Mr.  Thompson  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  remaining  there  until 
1890,  when  they  returned  to  New  Mar- 
tinsville, Mr.  Thompson  having  been 
elected  county  clerk.  He  was  re-nom- 
inated  by  the  Republicans  in  1890,  and 
elected  by  a plurality  of  376  votes,  there 
being  three  candidates.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son has  proven  himself  a competent 
official,  and  is  popular  with  the  people 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 


WALTER  . 

Walter  A. 


SUMMIT  CHIEF,  2 laOG 


these  gentlemen  elected  at  the  first 
meeting  have  served  ever  since.  A 
tract  of  ground  was  leased  from  Hon. 
John  C.  McEldowney,  a short  distance 
north  of  New  Martinsville,  and  it  was 
put  in  condition  for  agricultural  exhi- 
bits and  racing.  A fine  half  mile  track 
was  built  and  the  necessary  buildings 
constructed.  The  organization  was 
successful  from  the  start  and  each  year 
new  laurels  were  won  and  new  improve- 
ments made.  The  year  1897  was  crown- 
ed with  extraordinary  success,  but  the 
association  is  preparing  to  make  the 
event  of  1898  one  that  will  long  be  re- 
membered. A series  of  races  are  being 
arranged  for  t lie  mid-summer  season 
and  the  usual  county  fair  will  lie  given 
in  the  fall.  Owing  to  tiie  fine  agricul- 
tural and  stock  region  surrounding  New 
Martinsville  the  county  fair  each  year 
affords  an  exhibit  scarcely  to  be  sur- 
passed in  any  section. 

The  lease  on  the  ground  having  ex- 
pired about  the  first  of  1898  a new  ar- 
rangement was  entered  into  between 
the  fair  association  and  Mr.  McEldow- 
ney, whereby  tiie  latter  is  to  keep  the 
grounds  in  repair  and  make  ali  tiie 
necessary  improvements  and  the  fair 
society  pays  him  an  annual  rental.  The 
track  is  kept  in  excellent  condition  for 
the  training  of  horses,  of  which  there 
are  no  less  than  25  well  bred  animals  in 
the  sheds  constantly  under  the  care  of 


by  Robert  'Wilkes,  No.  3453:  dam  Toga, 
i by  Country  Boy,  No. 431  g.d.  Sis.. fames.  | 
«lam  of  Mohawk  Gift  2:21V,. by  Hiatoga,  j 
. Cambell's  son.  of  Hiatoga  498  etc.,  (see  I 
' Toga,  vol.  67).  Summit  Chief  was  bred  j 
j by  D.  Rogers,  of  Steubenville.  <>..  and  \ 

! foaled  as  the  property  of  Bruce  Rogers.  | 

; of  New  Lisbon,  t>.  Summit  Chief  won  j 
j l he. world's  trotting  record  at  Clarks-  | 
j burg,  September  9.  1897.  over  a one-  I 
[ third  mile  track,  when  he  trotted  in  j 
| 2:20’. ..  succeeding  Iron  Bar.  the  famous 
I little  horse  that  made  a record  at  Bur-  I 
I gettstown,  Pa.  Summit  Chief  won  the  j 
j 2:20  trot  and  free  for  all  race  at  Mar-  i 
1 ietta.  <9..  in  September,  '97.  and  also 
I won  races  at  Carnegie.  Pa..  Cumber- j 
j land.  Md..  and  many  other  points.  He 
| is  under  the  care  of  D.  \\  . McGee, 
[driver  and  trainer,  anil  under  John  j 
Show  alter,  who  has  charge  of  the  ani- 1 
i mal  in  the  stables.  Summit  Chief  has  I 
had  little  service  in  the  stud,  but  will! 
be  given  attention  along  that  line  dur- 
ing 1898.  In  fact  be  has  been  kept  more 
as  a driv  ing  animal  doing  ordinary  ser- 
! vice  rather  than  as  a speeder,  until 
j Messrs  Eakin  and  Stephens  secured  pos- 
| session  of  him.  He  has  a trotting  roc- 
lord  on  a half  mile  track,  made  during  i 
I the  past  season  of  2 : 1 7 1 ^ . He  will  he 
I campaigned  this  summer  at  Wheeling,  j 
New  Martinsville,  and  points  in  Ohio, 
West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Eakin  has  several  other  finely  | 
hred  animals  which  have  shown  speed 


SHERIFF  .1.  A.  PYI.KS. 

J.  A.  Pyles,  sheriff  of  Wetzel  county, 
was  born  December  14,  1803,  i n Center 
district.  He  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  after  he 
was  able  to  pass  a teacher’s  examine-  ! 
tion  he  took  up  the  work  of  instruction  j 
in  the  public  schools,  which  he  follow- 1 
ed  with  that  of  farming.  In  1889  he 
was  made  assistant  school  examiner, 
which  he  retained  for  two  years,  and 
i fouryears  latervvas  re-elected.  In  1896 
he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  for  sheriff  of  Wetzel  county,  and 
was  elected  by  610  majority  over  iiis 
opponent.  The  office  require*  a bond 
of  $60,000,  which  .Mr.  Pyles  had  no 
trouble  in  securing  because  of  the  con-  ( In  the  fall  of  1892  he  returned  to  M ei- 
fidence  reposed  in  him.  A new  jail  j zel  county,  settling  at  Smithfield 
which  is  now  being  built  at  the  county  \ where  he  engaged  in  tiie  oil  and ] umber 
seat  of  -Wetzel,  is  partially  due  to  the  business.  Two  years  later  he  branched 
j untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Pyles  and  his  co-  j out  in  the  mercantile  business,  at 
I operation  with  the  other  county  officials  j which  he  is  still  engeged. 
j and  citizens.  The  building  when  com- I \\  alter  A.  Smith  was  married  Octo- 
pleted  will  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  her  7.  1896.  t.o  Mis<  J 9 • lewis,  at  Ivy 


. SMITH,  MERCHANT, 
imith.  a representative 
citizen  of  Smithfield,  A\  etzel  county, 
was  born  June.  1870.  near  Kei  -ick, 
Ya.  He  went  with  his  parents  in  IS < T 
to  Fauquire,  and  attended  school  at. 
Warrenton.  The  same  year  his  parents 
came  to  Wetzel  county,  and  Walter  A. 
remained  with  them  until  1890,  when 
he  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  clerking 
in  a large  stationary  and  book  store 
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New  Martinsville’s  population  is  made 
up  of  educated  and  intelligent  people. 


Ol.n  MAPLE  HOUSE,  NEW  ELK  HOTEL. 

Alliermarle  county,  Va.,  and 
they  reside  at  Smithfield  That  town 
was  named  in  honor  of  11.  I.  smith 
and  W.  A.  Smith,  its  founders.  Walter 
A.  Smith  is  a Democrat  of  the  Jeffer- 
sonian type. 

V.  J.  smith,  father  of  Walter  A. 
Smith,  is  a native  of  Fauquire  county, 
Ya.,  being  born  October  28,  1846 


state.  It  will  compare  favorably  with  I Depot 
that  of  Tyler  county. 

Mr.  Pyles  was  married  in  October,, 

Ins vl,  to  Mary  J.  Gatts,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  childreu — Theresa, 
aged  7 : Helen. aged  l.nnd  Mary. aged  1 


At 
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the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  he  joined 
the  11th  Virginia  Cavalry  under  Gen- 
eral W.  E.  Jones,  where  he  served  two 
years.  He  was  wounded  and  captured 
in  the  campaign  of  1864,  while  acting  as 
aid  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee. 


THE  EAK1N  HOUSE. 


One  ol  the  Landmarks  and  an  Up-to-Date 
Hostelry. 

One  cf  the  landmarks  of  New  Mar- 
tinsville, Wetzel  county,  is  the  old 
Eakin  House  standing  just  opposite 
the  court  house  and  in  the  very  center 
of  the  town.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
structures  in  the  town  and  as  it  stands 
today  is  a remodel  of  its  former  self. 
The  building  is  a three  story  structure 
containing  31  first  class  rooms.  On  the 
first  flooris  the  office,  bar  room, parlor, 
diningroom,  sample  room,  reading  room 
and  kitchen.  On  the  second  and  third 
floors  are  the  sleeping  apartments 
which  are  up-to-date  and  comfortable 
in  every  particular.  The  place  has  be- 
come a favorite  stopping  place  among 
oil  men,  the  proprietor  himself,  Justus 
Eakin,  being  an  operator  and  producer. 


THE  EAKIN  HOUSE. 

Traveling  salesmen  know  a good  thing, 
and  give  the  Eakin  House  its  share  of 
patronage. 

Justus  Eakin  was  born  November  29, 
1842,  in  Monongaliacounty.  His  father 
was  Josephus  Eakin,  and  his  mother 
before  marriage  Achsah  Barker.  The 
son  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  native  county  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  civil  war.  He  has 
been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  and  served 
one  term  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Wetzel 
county.  He  moved  to  New  Martins- 
ville in  1872,  and  shortly  after  pur- 
chased the  hotel  which  has  since  born 
his  name.  He  was  married  in  January, 
1876,  to  Miss  Lydia  E.  Wrights,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  five  children: 
Lillian,  John,  Ross,  Justus,  Orin  and 
Ethel.  Mr.  Eakin  is  interested  in  oil 
to  a considerable  extent  and  holds 
valuable  leases  on  land  in  Wetzel  and 
adjoining  counties. 

New  Martinsville  is  only  nine  miles 
from  Sistersville,  “The  Greatest  Town 
on  Earth.” 

New  Martinsville  is  located  on  one.  of 
[ the  most  beautiful  spots  along  the 
Ohio  valley. 


PERCY  D.  LEAP,  DRUGGIST. 

Percy  D.  Leap,  the  lending  druggist 
of  New  Martinsville,  is  a son  of  Gabrael 
Leap,  who  was  in  business  in  Wetzel 
county  for  more  than  30  years.  The 
senior  Leap  married  Miss  Eliza  ffyder. 


PERCY  r>.  I.EAP,  DRUGGIST. 

of  Maryland.  Percy  D.  was  born  No- 
vember 21,  1874.  After  finishing  a 
course  at  the  Magnolia  High  School  he 
attended  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  graduating  with  the  class 
of  ’96.  Previous  to  entering  upon  the 
study  of  Pharmacy,  he  took  a course  at 
Palm's  Business  College,  Philadelphia. 
He  started  in  business  for  himself  Au- 
gust, 1896,  after  getting  some  exper- 
ience as  drug  clerk  in  the  drugstores 
of  Philadelphia,  and  a year  later.  June 
29,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Isabel  Stev- 
ens, of  No.  1708  Oxford  street,  Philadel- 
phia. They  took  up  their  residence  in 
New  Martinsville,  where  the  husband 
has  been  quite  successful  in  business, 
and  is  today  one  of  the  most  progressive 
young  men  of  the  town. 


WILL  T.  SIDELL,  LAWYER. 

One  of  the  successful  men  at  the 
Wetzel  county  bar  is  Will  T.  Sidell, 
Esq.,  of  New  Martinsville.  Young  in 


I 


■ |4’ 7 

n . ..  **  — ■ 

WILL  T.  SIDELL,  LAWYER. 

years,  he  is  old  in  the  knowledge  of 
legal  and  political  tact..  He  was  Ixirn 
in  Monroe  county,  ().,  in  18fl.r>.  He  ob- 
tained the  benefit  of  a common  school 


education,  and  began  teaching  at  the 
age  of  17,  which  vocation  he  followed 
for  several  years.  He  read  law  under 
W.  S.  Willey,  Esq.,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1891.  He  was  elected  to 
the  superintendency  of  the  county 
schools  in  May,  1883, and  served  for  a 
term  of  two  years.  Later  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  New  Martinsville  and  | 
served  one  term.  Mr.  Sidell  is  a young  j 
man  of  fine,  agreeable  disposition  and 
methodical  habits,  and  is  highly  re- 
garded in  the  social  and  business  world. 


EDWIN  O.  KEIFER,  ATTORNEY. 

One  of  the  rising  attorneys  of  the 
Wetzel  county  bar  is  Edwin  O.  Keifer, 
Esq.,  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Wiley  & Keifer.  Mr.  Keifer  is  one  of 
the  youngest  attorneys  in  the  state  and 
also  one  of  the  most  progressive.  He 
was  born  February  2,  1872, at  Sardis, O., 
just,  across  the  river  from  New  Mar- 
tinsville, W.  Ya.  His  father  was 
George  Keifer  and  his  mother  before 
marriage  was  Miss  Alvilla  Van  Camp. 
The  senior  Mr,  Keifer  was  born  and 
raised  near  Powhattan,  O.,  and  his  wife  j 
at  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Ya.  They  locat-  j 
ed  in  Wetzel  county  in  1873,  and  are  j 
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EDWIN  <».  KEIFER,  LAWYER. 

yet  living  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children. 

Edw  in  O..  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
with  his  brothers,  attended  the  public 
schools  of  New  Martinsville  called  the 
Magnolia  district,  and  afterwards  he 
went  to  Parkersburg,  where  he  finished 
a course  in  the  Washington  High 
School.  After  this  he  taught  school 
for  three  years,  and  then  attended 
Puff's  Business  College,  Pittsburg, 
where  he  studied  commercial  business 
methods,  and  was  finally  offered  a posi- 
tion with  II.  T.  Gailey's  Installment 
House.  This  work  was  too  monotonous 
however,  and  Mr.  Keifer  left  it  deter- 
mined to  complete  a course  at  law. 
He  entered  the  West  Virginia  State 
University  at  Morgantown,  and  by 
close  application  and  hard  study  he 
graduated  with  the  class  of  '97,  of 


which  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer. 
His  graduation  took  place  on  June  9, 
and  just  live  days  afterward  he  formed 
a partnership  with  W.  S.  Wiley,  Esq., 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  at  the 
Wetzel  county  bar.  He  was  admitted 
to  practice  at  a special  session  of  court 
on  Thursday  and  on  Friday  he  argued 
his  first  case — an  injunction  proceeding 
—which  he  won,  and  his  reputation 
was  at  once  established.  He  nas 
thorough  confidence  in  himself,  and  his 
clients  which  number  the  best  people 
in  the  county,  are  inspired  to  trust 
their  cases  to  his  hands. 


ALVA  B.  MOORE,  COURT  STENOGRAPHER. 

One  of  the  most  progressive  and  en- 
ergetic young  men  of  New  Martinsville 
is  Alva  B.  Moore,  present  circuit  court 
stenographer.  He  is  a son  of  the  Hon. 
Shriver  Moore,  president  of  the  Tyler 
county  court, and  was  born  near  Pursley, 
inJune,1867.  Hegraduated  inthepub- 
licschooisof  his  native  district  and  then 
took  a course  in  higher  studies,  fitting 
himself  for  a teacher.  Tie  followed, 
this  vocation  quite  successfully  for 
some  time.  . he  engaged  with  his 
brother  to  assist  in  helping  about  a saw- 
mill, but  after  eight  months  Hard  work 
and  with  only  30 cents  borrowed  money 
he  started  for  New  Martinsville, and 
after  a short  time  entered  upon  the 
publication  of  the  Wetzel  Republican, 
lie  chose  as  his  motto  “Everlastingly 
at  it,”  and  with  these  meaning  words 
at  the  head  of  his  editorial  page  he 
wielded  the  pen  day  and  night  almost 
in  making  the  paper  a success.  Starting 
under  such  embarrassingcircnmsuances 
and  with  a very  incomplete  outfit  he 
managed  to  establish  a veil  equipped 
plant  and  office.  In  1897  the  managing 
editor,  advertising  solicitor,  reporter 
and  general  solicitor  all  in  one.  A.  B. 
Moore,  was  appointed  by  Judge  Romeo 


ALVA  B.  MOORE,  COURT  STKNoGR  A I'll  KB. 

H.  Freer,  court  stenographer  of  tho 
Fourth  .Indicia',  district,  for  services 
he  Had  rendered  to  the  Republican 
cause  lie  still  holds  this  position.  Ho 
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is  a member  of  both  tli  ■>  Junior  Order 
of  American  Mechanics  and  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  «. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  September  5, 
1877,  to  Miss  Minnie  Tisher,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Tisher.  of  Hannibal.  O , and 
they  live  in  a cozy  and  neat  little  home 
on  Maple  avenue,  New  Martinsvil  e. 


mTntire  A m’intihe,  lawvers. 

The  law  firm  of  Mclntire  A Mclntire, 
of  New  Martinsville.  Wetzel  county,  is 
composed  of  father  and  son.  .1.  W Mc- 
lntire and  Lloyd  Mclntire.  Esq’s. 

The  senior  member  is  noted  through- 
out West  Virginia  as  being  one  of  the 
ablest  criminal  lawyers  in  the  “Little 
Mountain  State.-’  He  was  born  June 
C,  18-51  near  Pow Jiattan.  0.  His  father 
was  S ('.  Mclntire,  who  was  born  in 
Belmont  county . O.. and  died  in  August. 
1895.  His  mother  before  marriage  was 
Charlotte  Hurley,  horn  at  Hagerstown. 
Md  , and  died  1885.  .)  \\  Mclntire 

came  to  Wetzel  county  at  the  age  of  17, 
as  teacher  in  the  pubbe  school-,  which 
profession  h->  continued  to  follow  from 
18fi*  to  1 «s2,  at  one  time  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  school  examiners. 
In  1871  he  married  M .1  Harbtnson.  of 
Marshall  county.  \V.  Va.  Mr  Mcln- 
tire studied  law  under  Basil  T.  Bowers. 


eery  of  the  circuit  court  of  Wetzel 
county.  Mr.  Mclntire  owns  large  real 
estate  interests  in  and  about  New  Mar- 
tinsvi  le,  and  has  been  quit 
in  life. 

Mr.  Mclntire  is  the  father  of  fivechil- 
dren,  Miss  Dccip  being  the  oldest.  .She 
attended  the  public  schools  of  New  Mar- 


successful  ! Hods  of  the 
ginning. 


tributable  to  the  quality  of  the  goods 
but  likewise  to  the  uniformly  equitable 
policy  that  has  dominated  the  opera- 
house  from  its  very  he- 


to  the  successful  editor,  as  those  neces- 
sary for  the  efficient  management  of  a 
paper  as  a business  enterprise.  Associat- 
ed wi:h  him  is  Will  T.  Sided . a young 
attorney  who  has  had  considerable  ex 
This  business  was  originally  establish-  ! I’erience during  the  past  eight  years  in 
ed  in  1880,  by  Mangold  & Anshutz,  | in  l(:e  various  departments  of  news- 
which  continued  until  1880  when  by  j PnI'er  work, 
mutual  consent  the  firm  dissolved.  Mr.  j 
Mangold  becoming  sole  owner,  and  the  1 


THE  FLK  HOTEL. 


volume  of  trade  now  covered,  reflects 
credit  on  the  retail  business  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Mangold  has  direct  communication 
with  the  leading  leather  makers  of  the 
country,  and  secures  his  stock  from  the 
best  possible  sources,  thus  it  will  bo 
seen  that  he  is  in  a position  to  give  If  is 
patrons  the  full  benefit  of  these  advan- 
tages. He  makes  a specialty  of  custom 
made  harness  and  saddles,  and  carries 
a full  and  complete  line  of  turf  goods, 
single  anti  double,  light  and  heavv  liar- 


Leading  hotel  In  the  Bustling  Town  of  New 
riertlnsvllle. 

In  the  estimation  of  the  traveling 
public  to  say  nothing  of  that  of  the 
domestic  population  there  is  nothing 
which  add-  so  much  to  the  prestige  and 
attractiveness  of  a town  as  first  class 
hotel  accommodations  New  Marrirs- 
viile  is  not  behind  in  this  respect,  and 
the  Klk  House  is  known  for  miles 
around  as  the  leading  and  most  up-to- 
date  hostelry  in  Wetzel  county.  The 


, ness. nets,  robes,  dusters,  whins,  collars,  , , ..... 

, , . building  is  a neat  two  story  frame 

j blankets,  oils  and  trunks,  valises,  and!  , . ' rr.__ 

travelers  outfits.  In  this  department 
will  be  found  a large  and  complete  as- 
sortment from  the  leading  manufac- 
turers. The  house  gives  employment 
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I.LUVP  V.  M-I\TiP.E,  ESQ. 

tinsville  and  the  State  normal  school  at 
West  Liberty,  and  at  present  is  one  of 
the  teachers  in  the  Magnolia  high 
school.  The  other  children  are.  Lloyd, 
junior  tre  nberof  the  law  firm.  Tljpyer, 
now  r.  student  in  the  Magnolia  high  j Clark, 
school,  ard  Earl  and  Mont,  also  stu-  I 
dents  in  the  high  schools.  Mr.  Mcln- 
tire is  a Mason,  being  a member  of 
lodge  No.  39,  at  New  Martinsville. 

Lloyd,  the  junior  member  of  the  law- 
firm  has  had  a very  rapid  career  in 
reaching  his  present  position  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Wetzei  county  bar.  After 
graduating  from  the  Magnolia  high 


’s'-  * 1 


to  a number  of  skilled  and  experienced 
workmen.  And  is  also  an  extensive 
dealer  in  tan  bark.  Personally,  Mr. 
Mangold  is  among  our  most  public 
spirited  citizens,  and  is  always  'first  in 
the  movement  to  advance  anything  for 
the  collective  good  of  the  community. 


structure  with  about.  30  rooms.  Tne 
I Elk  is  the  only  hotel  in  New  Mnrtins- 
I ville  w ithin  a block  of  the  Ohio  Diver 
' railroad.  It  is  in  plain  sight  of  the 
passenger  station  and  traveling  men 
make  it  their  stopping  place.  On  rii» 
first  floor  of  the  building  is  the  office, 
parlor,  dining  foom.  wash  room  and  on 
the  second  floor  the  sleepingaparnnents. 
The  house  is  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  conveniences.  The  rooms  are 
airv.  cozv  and  well  furnished.  A 


This  establishment  is  located  on  , . , ,,  . . , , , 

, ,,  . , ...  , i splendid,  well  lrot’sirned  table  has 

boutli  Main  street  opposite  the  Wetzel 

County  Bank,  and  next  door  to  Josephus 

. 


TttE  WETZEI.  REPUBLICAN. 

The  Wetzel  Republican,  published  at  j 
New  Martinsville,  was  established  < 


May  10,  1888,  with  A.  B.  Moore  as  pub- 
lisher, and  M.  1>.  Hanes  and  .T.  AY.  Mc- 


Intire,  editors.  ■ 

Like  almost  all  such  papers,  it  has 
had  its  “ups  and  downs,”  at  times  be- 


J.  W.  M ’INTI RE  , ESQ. 

Esq.,  of  New  Martinsville,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  June  11,  1879,  since 
which  time  he  has  had  a steady  and 
growing  practice,  as  a criminal  lawyer, 
being  counsel  and  associate  counsel  in 
some  of  the  most  noted  cases  ever  tried 
in  West  Virginia.  He  lias  not  only 
figured  in  the  history  of  Wetzel  county 
£s  an  attorney  of  more  than  ordinary 
prominence,  but  a politician  as 
well.  He  was  associated  with  J.  K. 
Hart  in  the  publication  of  the  “Volun- 
teer” and  in  188S  lie  and  A.  B Moore. 
Esq. .founded  the “Wetzel  Republican,” 
they  edited  until  recent  years  In  ad- 
dition to  his  public  work  along  this  line, 
he  served  as  postmaster  nt  Newdalfe, 
Wetzel  county  for  four  years  under  the 
Republican  administration,  and  is  at 
present  master  commissioner  in  qlian- 


schoo! , he  took  a course  of  law  in  the  I ilip  reduced  t0  very  Straightened  cir- 
State  University  at  Morgantown  and  j cumstnnees.  “but  its  management  lias 
graduated  with  the  class  of  ’97.  being  j clisplayed  that  indomitable  courage  and 
admitted  to  the  bar  before  he  was  21  I pUlck;  witll0Ut  whJell  newspaperenter- 
yearsoid.  He  is  a member  in  »>igrh  J>rises  woula  invariably  eome  nauKht. 
standing  of  the  A\  etzel  law  fraternity.  ,,  . . 

, . , lit  * .i  . Notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties 

.and  is  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  ns-  , , , . , , . 

. . . . ...  . . ...  i and  onsracles  n&:tin*t  which  the  KpihiIi- 

i in#  attorneys  or  West  \ irginia.  vsith  ! 

....  . , i *•  i • i licun  ha*  necessarily  had  to  struggle,  it 

bright  prospect. - and  the  goal  of  his  i , . 

; ...  , has  successfully  surmounted  them  all. 

! ambition  before  him.  , , , * 

arid,  although  the  recognized  organ  of 
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THE  ELK  HOTEL.  NEW  M A RTI  NSVILI.E. 


a party  contending  against  an 


made jt lie  place  a favorite  with  travel- 
ers who  are  never  allowed  to  go  hungry. 
A porter  meets  all  incoming  and  outgo- 
ing trains  an',  busses  are  near  at  hand 
Mine  Host  Ed.  K.Meese  is  well  known 
to  tlte  people  of  the  read,  as  he  spent 
over-  several  vetrs  traveling  himself.  He 


d.  n.  mangold,  itarness  ANO  saddles.  | whelming  adverse  majority , it  has  now  came  from  S.lem.  t).  in  1897.  and  took 
D.  N.  Mangold,  the  leading  harness  I at  the  beginning  of  its  eleventh  year,  [ charge  of  the  hotel  after  it  had  run 
maker  in  New  Martinsville  was  born  perhaps  the  largest  bonatide  circula-  down,  and  by  persistency  and  atTubility 
in  Belmont  county.  <!)..  in  1856.  He  ticn  ever  attained  by  a Wetzel  county  j lie  has  won  tiie  patronage  of  the  lead- 
moved’ to  New  Martinsville  in  1880,  | newspaper,  and  on  an  ample  and  per- , ing  people  His  wife  also  takes  great 


where  he  has  built  up  quite  an  exten-  ! manent  financial  basis, 
sive  trade.  He  is  a Republican  and  a As  an  advertising  medium  the  Re- 
member of  the  M E.  church.  i publican  is  easily  the  peer  of  any  week- 

The  facilities  possessed  by  Mr.  Man- ! ly  published  between  Wheeling  and 
gold  in  the  harness,  saddlery  and  trunk  J Parkersburg,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact 
trade,  and  for  the  production  of  a high  | that  almost  all  available  advertising 
quality  of  goods,  are  not  excelled  any-  space  is  constantly  occupied 


pains  in  looking  after  the  comfort  of 
the  guests  and  both  ladies  and  gentle- 
men at  the  Elk  House  receive  a warm 
welcome,  Mr.  Mepse  is  isa  member  of 
the  B.  P.  t>.  Elks  ledge  at  Salem.  O. 
lit1  is  a society  man  atm  w»*il  known  to 
everylmdy  in  New  Martinsville  Many 


where  While  the  guarantee  that  goes  The  present  editor  and  proprietor  of 1 salesmen  and  traveling  men  art*  i»- 
with  all  products,  is  proof  of  the  carp  the  Republican.  B Burt  Muhletnan.  debt'-d  to  him  for  favor-  in  the  way  of 
’exercised  in  workmanship,  ana  the  re-  is  u young  man  of  unusual  ability  and  introductions  and  stand-in.  which 
liability  of  the  stock  used  or  the  high  I energy  and  possess  those  peculiar  in- 1 they  could  not  have  secured  w ithout  his 
reputation  achieved,  is  nut  only  at-  j stincts  and  qualifications  which  belong  | kind  assistance. 
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THE  NEW  BRAST  HOTEL. 


New  Martinsville  to  have  a Big  Improvement 
Soon, 

New  Martinsville  is  to  have  a new 
first  class  hotel.  It  will  b>  erected  by 
the  Brast  Brothers,  of  whom  there  are 
four:  William,  A.  K..M.  A.andJacob. 

These  gentlemen  came  from  Powhartan, 
0.,  and  have  resided  in  New  Martins- 
ville for  22years.  They  are  progressive 
citizens,  that  is  why  they  are  building 
the  new  hotel.  It  is  to  be  a fine  three 
story  structure  with  a basement  and 
the  whole  building  modern  throughout. 
It  will  be  located  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Brast  House  opposite  the  court  house, 
and  will  be  60x90  feet.  The  material 
to  be  used  is  brick  and  stone,  and  the 
architecture  will  be  as  fine  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  secure.  The  site  chosen  is  one 
of  the  finest  along  the  Ohio  Valley. 
Tlte  new  building  will  command  a fine 
view  of  the  river  from  a high  bank  on 
the  principal  street  of  the  town,  and  a 
fine  lawn  surrounding  the  [dace  will 
mark  more  distinctly  its  beauty  and 
grandeur. 

The  first  story  of  the  new  hotel  will 
consist  of  an  office  11x17  feet,  dining 
room  30x76  feet,  parlor  20x30  feet,  large 
up-to-date  sample  room  for  salesmen, 
and  an  excellent  bar.  The  second  and 
third  floors  of  course  will  contain  the 
sleeping  apartments,  of  which  there 
will  be  16.  These  will  be  furnished 
in  the  latest  and  most  comfortable 
style  consistent  with  $2  rates.  The 
bill  of  fare  of  the  new  hotel  will  be 
whatever  luxuries  the  market  affords. 

The  contract  for  tne  erection  of  the 
building  will  be  let  early  in  July,  and 
the  whole  structure  will  be  completed 
and  furnished  some  time  in  November. 
This  improvement  will  place  New  Mar- 
tinsville on  a par  with  Sistersville  in 
the  matter  of  hotel  accommodations. 

Plans  are  on  exhibition  .at  New  Mar- 
tinsville, and  bids  will  be  received  for 
the  erection  of  this  bui  dinguptoJuly  1. 


ration  of  the  whole  community.  There 
are  many  others  throughout  the  section 
which  he  has  designed  and  erected,  and 
t lie  present  postotfice  building  now  be- 
ing put  up  is  his  plan  of  architecture. 
He  has  been  unusually  successful  in  his 
line,  simply  because  he  has  shown 
the  competency  of  a skilled  mechanic 
In  addition  to  this  part  of  his  work, 
Mr.  Chaplet)  lias  done  considerable  geo- 
logical work  in  the  oil  and  gas  fields, 
where  he  is  financially  interested.  Mr. 
Ohaplen  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  A. 
J.  Hendenschilt.  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children — James,  Jr.  and 
Lulu  N.  

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


COUNTY  JUDGE  JAMES  JOLLIFF. 

Judge  James  .Tolliff  was  born  in  Wet- 
zel county  in  1836.  His  parents  were 
country  folks  and  he  spent  most  of  his 
early  life  on  a farm  and  going  to  sub- 
scription school.  Having  acquired  a 
taste  for  farm  life,  Mr.  -Jolliff  continued 
to  follow'  the  vocation  and  now  owns  j 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  420  acres. 
All  of  this  he  has  leased  to  his  sons  ex- 
cept 152  acres  which  he  yet  manages 
himself.  Mr.  Jolliff  moved  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Pine  Grove  where  he  was  elect- 
ed supervisor  in  1859,  and  served  two 
years.  Shortly  afterwards  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion which  office  he  held  for  a period  of 
12  years.  In  1888^  be  was  elected 
county  judge  and  re-elected  again  in 
1894,  his  term  not  expiring  until  1900. 

Mr.  Jolliff  was  married  in  1856  to 
I Miss  Ruth  Long,  and  they  are  the  par- 
j ents  of  five  children,  all  living  and  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Jolliff  died  in  1691.  and  Mr. 

J Jolliff  was  again  married  in  1894  to 
[Mrs.  Burton.  Mr.  Jolliff  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  he  has  been 
a Democrat,  all  his  life. 


HHtnCiEMAN  .4  SON,  HA  P.  DWARF  MERCHANTS. 

Bridgeman  & Son,  dealers  in  general 
hardware,  agricultural  implements,  ve- 
hicles of  all  kinds,  stoves,  hardware, 
etc.,  are  well  know  n throughout  Wetzel 
county.  Their  place  of  business  is  in 
New  Martinsvill,  in  the  Hall  building. 
B.  0.  Bridgeman  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  O . in  1846,  and  moved  to  Wet- 
zel county  in  1873,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Magnolia  district.  In  1893  he 
started  a general  hardware  store  on 
Main  street,  near  the  postoffice.  As  it 
is  decided  to  move  the  postotfice,  Mr. 
Bridgeman  decided  to  follow  the  pro- 
cession, and  has  located  in  the  Hall 
property,  where  he  keeps  the  argest 
and  best  line  of  hardware  in  the  town. 
Mr.  Bridgeman  has  taken  hi?  son,  John 
H.,  into  partnership  with  him,  and 
they  are  doing  a splendid  business. 
They  are  agents  for  the  famous  Kramer 
wagons,  and  have  sold  quite  a large 
number  to  Wetzel  county  people.  R. 
G.  Bridgeman  was  married  in  1870  at 
Sistersville  to  Miss  Mary  Gilles,  and  j 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Mr.  Bridgeman  is  a 
Republican,  and  his  sons  are  following 
in  his  footsteps  in  the  matter  of  politics. 


ARCHITECT  AND  BULDER. 


J.  P.  Chaplen  Has  Left  Monuments  to  His 
Skill  and  Workmanship. 

What  a man  does  is  the  real  test  of 
what  he  is.  fn  line  with  this  maxim, 
J.  P.  Chaplen,  of  New  Martinsville, 
has  proven  his  worth  to  the  community 
in  a way  that  will  live  long  after  his 
life’s  work  is  ended.  The  finest  archi- 
tecture of  the  town  is  his  and  it  will 
stand  as  a monument  to  his  skill  as 
long  as  the  wood  and  stone  in  the  struc- 
tures shnll  last.  Mr. Ohaplen  was  born 
in  Old  Virginia  in  1856,  but  carqe  to 
Wetzel  county  at  an  ear!  v age.  where 
he  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life.  He  is 
not  only  an  architect,  but  a builder  as 
welt,  and  some  of  the  finest  residences 
at  the  county  seat  were  erected  by  him. 
Among  those  he  has  designed  and  built 
is  the  home  of  Ex-Sherilt  D.  H.0ox,a 
half  tone  engravingof  which  appears  in 
another  partof  this  work.  This  is  only 
one  specimen,  and  we  call  attention  to 
it  in  particular  because  it  is  the  admi- 


POSTMASTER  JAMES  F.  M CASKEY.  | 

The  present  postmaster  of  New  Mar- 
tinsville is  James  F.  McCaskey,  who 
secured  the  position  through  Congress-  | 
man  Dovener,  Mr.  McCaskey  was  | 
born  in  New  Martinsville  in  1869.  He 
secured  a common  school  education 
and  w as  married  to  Miss  Clara  Sebar  in 
1890.  To  them  have  been  born  three  j 
children,  Justice  E.,  Mildred  A.  and  a j 
child  who  is  yet  an  infant. 

Mr.  McCaskey  received  his  commis-i 
sion  as  postmaster  in  1696,  under  the 
Republican  administration,  and  lie  is 
now  erecting  a handsome  new  building 
which  is  to  be  utilized  as  an  office  for 
Uncle  Sam  as  soon  as  it  is  completed. 

The  location  of  the  building  is  oppo- 
site the  court  house  near  to  the  Wetzel 
County  Bank.  The  structure  will  be 
25x38  feet  and  thre*1  stories  in  height. 
The  building  will  be  large  and  roomy 
and  will  serve  other  purposes  than  that 
alone  of  being  a postotfice.  The  upper 
rooms  will  be  occupied  and  the  whole 
structure  utilized  to  the  best  advan- 1 
tage.  Contractor  Burkardt  is  rushing 
the  work  and  it  is  believed  it  will  be 
ready  by  July  15. 


F.  F.  MORGAN,  WETZEL  COUNTY  SURVEYOR. 

The  surveyor  of  Wetzel  county  is  F. 
F.  Morgan,  who  was  born  September  S, 
1848.  He  attended  the  subscription  | 
and  public  schools  of  his  native  dis- 
trict in  Wetzel  county  until  he  secured 
a sound  practical  education.  He  re- 
mained on  the  farm  until  24  years  of 
age  and  was  engaged  in  running  a mill. 
He  was  married  in  February,  1877,  io 
Miss  M.  V.  West,  and  they  went  to 
Southern  Kansas,  where  they  resided  j 
for  a period  of  two  years,  then  return-  - 
ing  to  Welzel  county.  In  1888  Mr.  j 
Morgan  was  elected  county  sur-  j 
veyor  in  which  he  has  served  for  two  | 
terms.  He  has  filled  the  office  satisfnc-  I 
torily  to  the  people  and  his  services  j 
have  been  for  the  best  interests  of  i 
those  who  employ  ed  him.  He  is  a j 
Democrat  and  a member  of  the  Metiio-  j 
dist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Morgan  is 
the  happy  father  of  eight  children,  six  j 
daughters  and  two  sons.  The  family  j 
resides  about  two  miles  above  Piney 
Fork. 


JAMES  F..  YOVNO.  LOAN'S  AND  COLLECTIONS. 

James  E.  Y'oung  was  born  March  23, 
1858,  in  New  Martinsville.  In  his 
youthful  days  he  attended  the  subscrip- 
tion and  public  schools.  After  gradu- 
ating he  taught  school  for  a short  time  | 
in  New  .Martinsville,  and  then  kepi  | 
books  for  the  Singer  Sew  ing  Machine  I 
Manufacturing  company  for  threel 
years.  At  the.  expiration  of  that  time  | 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  [ad- 
mitted lo  the  hnr  on  the  9th  day  of  Oct- I 
ober,  1880;  appointed  notary  public  in 
1861,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 
notaries  in  the  county  at  present,  lie 
w as  elected  constable  ir.  1802,  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  1808.  Mr.  Young  is 
a Democrat  by  a large  majority,  and 


supported  the  Chicago  convention  very 
strongly  in  1896,  and  is  also  a very 
great  admirer  of  Hon.  Wm.  J Bryan 
Mr.  Young  married  ?diss  Catherine  R, 
Peterson,  daughter  of  Col  S.  M.  Peter- 
son, Apri  1 10,  1888.  Three  children  are 
now  living,  Frank  A.,  Charles  R..,  and 
Harry  J.  Mr.  Yroung  n akes  a specialty 
of  collecting  and  negotiating  loans,  and 
no  one  has  a better  standing  in  the 
county.  All  who  need  llr  Young’s 
services  will  be  duly  satisfied  with  his 
work.  Mr.  Young  and  family  belong 
to  the  Southern  Methodist  church. 

EX-SHERIFF  V.  H.  COX. 

D.  H.  Cox,  the  ex-sheriff  of  Wetzel 
county,  a cut  of  whose  elegant  resi- 
dence in  New  Martinsville  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  work,  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  this  sec- 
tion of  West  Virginia.  He  was  born  in 
New  Martinsville  in  1846,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1867.  He  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children,  but  through  illness  some 
have  died.  Mr.  Cox  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  until  1892.  when 
he  was  elected  sheriff  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  served  for  a period 
of  four  years  and  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  efficient  men  that,  ever  fill- 
ed the  office.  His  home  is  on  Main 
street  south  of  the  public  square,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  New 
Martinsville  or  Wetzel  county. 


CHARLES  J.  BECK,  MEAT  MARKET. 

One  of  the  best  meat  markets  in 
New  Martinsville  is  that  conducted  by 
Charles  J.  Beck.  Mr.  Beck  came  to 
New  Martinsville  in  1881,  and  has  been 
there  ever  since.  He  was  born  in  Sav- 
onv,  Germany,  in  1857.  and  came  re 
this  country  with  his  parents  when  he 
w as  10  years  old.  He  started  out  early 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
he  was  tne  first  man  to  run  a daily  moat 
market  in  New  Martinsville.  The 
meats  are  kept  cool  by  a fine  large  re- 
frigerator and  everything  about  the 
shop  is  kept  in  thorough')  first-clsss 
condition.  A delivery  wagor.  is  sent  to 
customers  bright  and  early  each  morn- 
ing and  the  housekeeper  gets  her  choice. 
Mr.  Beck  was  married  in  1881,  to  Mary 
Aeinold.  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Emma, Albert  and  Carl. 


JOHN  SKRLLT,  HOTEL  EAKIN. 

John  Skelly,  bar  tender  at  the  Eakin 
Hotel,  at  New  Martinsville,  is  a hale 
fellow  well  met.  Mr.  Skelly  is  one  of 
the  most  genial  men  in  his  line  in 
West  Virginia.  He  came  to  Ne>v  Mar- 
tinsville from  Salem,  O.,  where  he  was 
manager  of  a large  hotel  and  bar.  Mr. 
SI.el'y  is  a man  who  attends  strictly  to 
his  own  business  and  treats  everybody 
with  courtesy  and  consideration  His 
experience  at  the  bar  has  made  him 
familiar  with  all  classes,  and  he  knows 
how  to  handle  them  Mr.  8keily  is 
married  and  has  a five  family.  The) 
are  well  liked  in  New  Martinsville- 

Locate  in  New  Martinsville— the 
most  beautiful  town  on  the  Uhio 
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UKPUTY  SHERIFF  H.  Ft.  BHRIVER. 

The  deputy  sheriff  of  Tyler  county 
under  Stephen  G.  Pyle,  is  H . B.  Shriver, 
of  Pursley.  Mr.  Shriver  is  a nativeof 
Tyler,  having  been  born  here  August 
18,1862.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  district,  and  at 
an  early  age  was  able  to  pass  a teach- 
er’s examination.  He  procured  a situ 


settled  at  New  Martinsville  and  enjoys  [ 
a lucrative  practice  in  Wetzel,  Tyler 
and  Pleasants  counties.  Mr.  Hall  was  I 
married  in  June,  1887,  to  Miss  Kate  E.  j 
Kornbrook.  of  New  Martinsville,  and  j 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children  i 
yet  living.  Kent  B.,  10  years  old.  and 
Willia  n Mack  two  years  of  age.  Mr, 
Hall  owns  a beautiful  home  on  the  ave- 


ation  at  once  as  teacher,  and  followed 
the  vocation  for  a period  of  10  years 
with  great  success.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  politics  upon  reaching  his  ma- 
jority and  as  a reward  for  his  services 
in  the  Republican  ranks  he  was  made 
deputy  assessor  under  G.  W.  Sine,  and 
also  under  J. . W.  Grim.  Upon  the 
election  of  Stephen  G.  Pyle  to  the  office 
of  sheriff  in  1898.  Mr.  Shriver  was  ap-  I 
pointed  deputy  and  he  has  filled  the 
office  ever  since.  His  duties  consist  in 
collecting  taxes,  ' serving  summonses 
and  making  arrests  when  detailed  so  to 
do.  He  is  a polite  and  efficient  officer 
and  well  liked  throughout  the  county. 
He  makes  his  headquarters  at  Middle- 
bourne  and.  Sistersville  and  is  at  all 
times  accomodating  to  those  he  can  aid. 
Mr.  Shriver  married  Bertha  A.  Doak, 
uaughterof  -Alexander  Doak,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children, 
Mary  S.,  Harry  L.  and  Mildred.  The 
family  attend  the  Christian  church  at 
Pursley  of  which  they  are  members. 


h.  h’eldowxky.  court  stenographer. 

Harry  McEldowney,  former  court  i 
stenographer  under  Judge  Jacobs,  and  ! 
who  is  now  doing  general  shorthand  | 
work  and  court  reporting,  was  born  in  i 
New  Martinsville  in  1SGS.  He  attended  j 
the  public  schools  of  that  place  and  ; 
finally  became  a compositor  on  the  j 
AVetzel  County  Democrat,  the  leadirg  j 
newspaper  in  the  county.  He  followed  I 
this  vocation  for  seven  ysars  and  then  j 
quit  to  take  up  a course  of  study  at. 
Duff’s  Commercial  College  in  Pittsburg.  I 
He  soon  completed  a course  in  short- 
hand and  typewriting,  and  upon  the 
election  of  T.  P.  Jacobs  as  judge  of  the 
Fourth  judicial  circuit, Mr. McEldowney 
was  appointed  official  court  stenograph- 
er, which  position  he  resigned  upon  the 
election  of  Judge  Freer.  So  accurate 
and  careful  has  been  his  work  that  he 
is  regarded  by  the  legal  fraternity  | 
throughout  the  district  as  one  of  the  I 
most  efficient  stenographers  who  ever 
held  the  position.  Mr.  McEldowney, ! 
like  his  uncle,  is  a Democrat  of  strong: 
tendencies  and  a hard  campaigner  for  | 
his  party. 


8 BRUCE  HAI.L,  LAWYER. 

A prominent  member  at  the  AVetzel 
county  bar  is  S.  Bruce  Hall,  of  New 
Martinsville.  He  was  born  in  New 
Martinsville  in  1858,  and  received  his  | 
early  education  in  the  subscription  and  I 
public  schools,  afterwards  attending 
AA’aynesburg  College  at  AVaynesburg,  ! 
Pa.,  and  later  .the  AVest  A’irginiit  State  I 
University  at  Morgantown.  He  took  a | 
law  course  at  the  latter  institution  and  I 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  JH82.  Hej 


nue  in  New  Martinsville.  He  is  a 
Democrat  of  Hie  old  school  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopalian  church. 

STROPE  & EVANS’  LIVERY. 


Two  Former  Pennsylvanians  Buy  Out  Foster 
Leap's  Stables  in  New  Martinsville. 

One  of  the  recent  business  changes  in 
New  Martinsville  has  been  the  transfer 
of  the  Foster  Leap  livery  to  Strope  & 
Evans,  two  old  and  experienced  men  in 
their  line.  They  have  located  in  New 
Martinsville  p'rmanently,  both  being 
satisfied  that  it  has  the  brightest  out- 
look of  any  town  along  the  Ohio  river 
outside  of  Sistersville.  They  expect  to 
do  an  exclusive  livery  business  without 
heavy  contract  hauling.  Of  course 
iheir  line  will  include  the  sale  of  feed 
and  buying  and  selling  of  horses,  which 
they  expect  to  do  on  a large  scale. 
They  have  as  completely  an  equipped 
livery  as  is  to  be  found  anywhere,  and 
they  propose  to  hire  the  rigs  out  at 
reasonable  prices.  As  the  proof  of  the 
pudding  i3  the  eating  thereof  so  is  the 
testing  of  the  Strope  & Evans  livery  a 
proof  of  the  kind  of  service  they  ren- 
der. Both  men  are  thoroughly  edu- 
cated in  their  line  and  will  be  glad  to 
receive  your  patronage. 

George  Strope  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Pa.  He  has  been  in  West  Vir- 
ginia the  past  eighteen  years  and  -in 
Wetzel  the  past  year.  He  is  married 
and  is  the  father  of  one  son. 

J.  8.  Evans  is  also  a native  of  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  and  has  been  in  the  state 
of  AVest  Virginia  five  years,  mostly  in 
Marshall  county. 


LUMBER  INTERESTS. 


There  is  perhaps,  no  other  state  in  the 
Union  that  is  the  superior  of  West  | 
A’irginia  as  a producer  of  valuable  lum- 
ber. Her  hills  and  valleys  are  studded 
with  a variety  and  quality  that  is  not  | 
surpassed  by  any  place  in  the  universe.  | 
It  has  been  said,  and  we  believe,  truth- 
fully, that  no  other  section  of  the  state 
comprising  the  same  area,  has  market- 
ed a greater  quantity  of  lumber  than 
the  Litt:e  Kanawha. 

The  Little  Kanawha  river  lias  many 
tributaries,  the  principal  of  which  are 
the  Hughes  river,  North  and  South 
Fork  and  AVest  Fork. 

These  rivers  have  annually  pushed  in- 
to this  market  enormous  as  well  as  a 
constant  supply  of  the  very  finest  tim- 
ber. 

An  approximate  estimate  of  the  ex-  j 
tent  ot  the  traffic  of  this  line  can  be 
made  from  the  annual  reports  of  the 
I, idle  Kanawha  Navigation  Company. 
In  the  year  1892.  there  was  collected 
$31,306.40  as  tolls,  and  this  amount  was 
principally  for  limber  rafts  that  had 
passed  through  Die  locks  and  over  the 
dams,  and  represents  about  3.5CXJ  rafts, 
equal  to  forty-five  millions  of  superfi- 
cial feet  of  lumber.  These  figures  rep- 
resent approximately  the  annual  aver- 
age for  six  or  seven  years  previous  to 
1892. 
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additional  biographical  sketches. 


HON".  I,.  M.  STEPHENS,  M.  I.. 

One  of  the  representative  and  leading 
citizens  of  New  Martinsville  is  the  pres- 
ent representative  in  the  legislature, 
Hon.  L.  M.  Stephens,  who  is  'noth  law- 
yer and  politician.  He  was  horn  May 
4,  1864,  in  Wetzel  county.  His  father 
was  Pollard  Stephens,  a native  of  Greene 
county.  Pa  . and  his  mother  before  mar- 
riage Elizabeth  Rose,  of  the  same  coun- 
ty, who  came  to  West  Virginia  in  1863, 


ter  of  Kphriam  Richardson,  of  Marshall 
county.  To  this  union  has  been  born 
one  son.  Lindsy  Bryan  Stephens. 

Mr.  Stephens  is  also  interested  in 
the  oil  development  of  this  section,  and 
is  a property  owner  to  a considerable 
extent. 


IION".  I..  M.  STEP. IE.'. 


settling  at  Burton,  on  t He  B.  & O.  rail-  ] 
road.  The  son  received  his  early  educa-  j 
tion  atUniontown.  AVelzel  county.  He  I 
has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  arid  in  j 
the  fall  of  lc96  he  was  elected  to  the 
West  Virginia  Legislature  from  Wetzel 
county,  which  he  continues  to  repre- 
sent. He  led  a strong  faction  in  the 
fight  against  dividing  the  county  and 
establishing  a capital  at  Mannington. 

He  was  opposed  by  Mr  Garvin,  of  Ohio 
county,. rnd  ofter  a most  bitter  contest 
the  question  was  defeated  February  "JO, 

1897,  by  a majority  vote  in  the  House  in 
favor  of  keeping  the  county  lines  intact 
Mr.  Stephens  secured  the  only  Demo- 
cratic appointment  in  tiie  state,  as  the 
House  and  Senate  were  strongly  Repub- 
lican— that  of  page — for  Jonn  l\lc El- 
dovvney,  Jr.,  son  of  the  late  Demo- 
cratic postmaster  of  New  Martinsville. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  then  chosen  a mem-  j 
ber  of  the  constitutional  commission, ; 
by  the  Senate  and  House,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  retains. 

In  business  he  has  been  quite  as  suc- 
cessful as  in  politics,  being  stiperinten- ; 
dent  of  the.  Central  West  Virginia  oil  1 
Company,  a stockholder  in  the  New  Mar- 
tinsville  bank  and  a member  of  the  firm 
■of  Stephens  & Leichner,  furniture  deal- 
ers, undertakers  and  embalmers.  lie 
was  also  admitted  to  tin*  Wetzel  county 
bar  to  practice  law  in  1807. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  married  July  4,  | 1:',  1851 
1894,  to  Miss  Alice  Richardson,  daugh 


I)R.  JACOB  YOfXO. 

The  oldest  medical  practitioner  per- 
haps in  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit,  out- 
side of  General  T.  M.  Harris,  of  Har- 
risville,  is  Dr.  Jacob  Young,  of  New 
Martinsville.  He  was  born  April  8, 
1819,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  emi- 
grated to  Pittsburg  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  eight  years  old.  His 
father  was  Richard  Young.  Dr.  .Young 
came  to  Tyler  county  in  1845,  settling 
at  Sistersvilie.  While  here  he  met 
Miss  Anna  Engle,"  daughter  sf  Ezra 
Engle,  and  sister  of  the  ex-circuit 
clerk  Mr.  Engle,  of  Middlebourne,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another 
part  of  this  work.  Dr.  Young  practiced 
medicine  at  Sistersvilie  fora  while. and 
then  went  to  Middlebourne  and  after- 
wards to  West  LTnion.  He  remained  in 
that  place  only  a short  time,  and  then 
settled  at  New  Martinsville,  where  he 
has  since  resided  He  was  the  first 
vice  president  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  of  which  he  is  still  a member. 
Dr.  Young  was  a member  of  the  New 
! Martinsville  Board  of  Health,  but  re- 
signed on  account  of  his  age  and  exten- 
sive practice.  He  is  a Republican  of 
the  Abraham  Lincoln  stamp  and  a man 
of  strong  character  and  personality. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Young  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons.  Hon.  Frank  D.  Young, 
practicing  attorney  at  Sistersvilie.  and 
James  E.  Young.  Esq.,  who  is  filling  the 
office  of  justice  at  New  Martinsville. 


CHAnt.ES  V.  . BARRACK,  INSURANCE. 

Charles  AY.  Barrack,  of  New  Martins- 
ville, does  one  of  the  largest  insurance 
and  brokerage  business  of  any  man  in 
AVest  A'irginia.  Mr  Barrack  was  born 


ginia,  who  received  his  education  at  ing  department  where  gentlemen  may 
the  Monongalia  academy,  now  known  | have  garments  made  oxer,  repaired  and 
as  the  State  University.  He  also  | put  in  proper  condition.  There  is  i:o 
taught  school  in  Ohio  and  was  an  artist  j better  place  to  trade  than  at  the  Duerr 
of  some  note.  He  served  as  postmaster  j Brothers’  large  store  on  Main  street, 
at  Olarington  one  term  and  held  other 
positions  of  trust. 

Francis  V.  Cox  was  educated  at  Olar- 
ington and  later  studied  homeopathy 
under  Dr.  T.  C.  Eiger,  at  Marietta. 

Alopathy  under  Dr.  James  Smith  at 
Olarington,  O.,  and  later  took  a course 
in  the  eclectic  school  of  medicine  at 
Cincinnati.  He  began  his  practice  in 
1871  at  Olarington,  after  an  experience 
along  the  Ohio  A'alley  lie  settled  at  New 
Martinsville,  July  1895,  where  he  has 
built  up  a large  and  still  growing  prac- 
tice. Air.  Cox  founded  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  Ohio  A'alley  .and  is  now  a j 
member  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Society  of  Ohio,  and  Fellow  of  the 
American  association  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  He  is  also  visiting  surgeon 
to  the  McMaster  hospital  at  Wheeling, 
j AY.  A'a.  Dr.  Cox  makes  a specialty  of 
j surgery  and  diseases  of  women  and  he 
has,  perhaps  as  fine  a collection  of  in- 
' struments  as,  is  to  be  found  anywhere 
I in  the  State  of  AVest  A'irginia,  Ohio  and 
| Pennsylvania,  outside  of  the  medical 
I and  surgical  colleges.  In  addition  to 
being  a physician  and  surgeon  lie  is  also 
a registered  pharmacist  and  compounds 
nearly  all  of  his  own  medicines. 


CHARLES  W.  BARRACK,  INSURANCE. 


Dr.  Thomas  A'.  Cox  was  married  June, 

1870,  to  Jenoa  Smith,  daughter  of  Isaac  I at  Barrncksville,  Marion  county,  and 
j Smith,  of  Marshall  county,  AY.  A'a..  and  j came  to  New  Martinsville  in  1879.  He 
to  them  have  been  horn  six  children : | w as  employed  in  theconnty  clerk’s  office 
1 Mary  Bell,  married  to  Albert  Priest,  of  I for  a time,  and  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
J New  Martinsville ; Anna,  married  to  under B.  8.  Postleifcwail.  He  was  : -•  l-;t 


j AYilford  B.  Crandall, 

I Clara  I/.  Charles  AY. 
Pearl  L. 


FRANCIS  v.  cox,  M.  I). 

The  leading  practicing  physician  of 
Wetzel  county,  is  Francis  A'.  Cox,  of 
New  Martinsville.  He  was  born  May 


DUF.RR  BROTHERS, CI.OTIU  F.RS, FURNISHERS  | 


of  New  Y'ork ; j elected  recorder  of  New  Martinsville 
Fannie  M.  and  j and  served  also  as  mayor. 

1 Mr.  Barrack  has  been  in  the  insurance 
and  brokerage  business  since  1380.  He 
I now  devotes  almost  his  entire  time  to 
The  Home  Society,  a corporation  doing 
I One  of  the  finest  merchant  tailoring  j business  under  the  laws  of  AVest  Yir- 
| establishments  in  New  Martinsville  I ginia.  In  making  loans  and  investments 
that  conducted  by  the  Duerr  Brothers,  j Kpai  estiUe  is  also  managed  and  sold  by 
Tlu-y  have  been  in  business  for  15  years  i Mr  Barrack  as  well  as  risks  placed  in 
and  garments  turned  out  by  them  are  ! reliable  insurance  companies.  Mr.Bar- 
up-to-dnte  in  fit,  fabric  and  finish.  I r&cj-  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  a 


The  Duerr  Brothers  have  such  confi- 
dence in  their  workmanship  that  a per- 
fect fit  of  clothing  is  guaranteed.  In 
regard  to  prices  this  establishment  al- 
ways gives  the  very  lowest  consistent 
with  the  quality  of  goods  and  the  style 
of  workmanship.  Of  course  other  mer- 
chants may  sell  goods  cheaper,  but  is  careful  in  busines 
none  will  give  t lie  quality,  style  and  entrusted  to  him 


member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Air.  Barrack  was  married  in  18S4  to 
Gertrude  F.  McCabe  and  to  them  have 
been  born  five  children.  C.  Grover,  J. 
Paul,  AVilliam  D..  I.yda  AL.  and  G.  F. 
The  family  residence  is  on  Mam  street 
and  the  office  is  near  by . Air.  Barrack 
and  any  matters 
v ill  be  properly 


make  for  prices  below  those  quoted  by  j bandied, 
the  Duerr  Brothers.  They  also  do  a | 
large  business  in  the  gents’  furnishing  j 

line.  All  the  latest  novelties  are  kept ; ™K  racket  store. 

in  sliirts.  collars,  cuffs,  ties,  suspenders.  The  Racket  Store.  New  Muiiinsville, 
hats  and  underwear.  In  fact  there  i>  i>  one  of  the  leading  establishment  of 
nothing  which  a man  w ears  to  complete  that  live  and  bustling  tow  n.  it  is  con- 


es cox,  m.  i> 


his  dress  that  the  Duerr  Brothers  do 
not  sell.  A fine  line  of  jewelry  of 
everything  new  and  up-to-date  i»  kept 
in  stock.  Diamonds  and  the  unique  fad 
] souvenirs  may  he  found  here  from  the 
| lowest  to  the  highest  price  In  addi- 


Clarington,  ().  His  father 
s Edward  B.  Cox,  a native  of  Old  Vir- 


ducted  by  \Y.  AY.  l.npjiert  and  C C. 
Rea.  and  was  opened  February  17,  1898. 
The  store  has  been  patronized  so  well 
that  tiie  firm  has  continually  added  new 
stock  and  now  bar  a line  of  goofs  that 
w ill  compare  favorably  with  any  store 
, tion  to  these  several  branches  of  bosi-  in  the  country  of  its  kind  Everything 
I ness,  the  Duerr  Brothers  have  a repair-  I that  a housew  ife  needs  ia  kept  here,  be- 
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sides  a fine  line  of  jewelry  and  clocks, 
crayon  portraits,  pastels,  paintings  and 
fine  ciiromo  work.  Messrs.  Lappert 
and  Rea  are  both  from  Ohio  and  they 
are  courteous  gentlemen.  They  may 
always  be  found  at  their  post  of  duty, 
and  patrons  will  receive  not  only  the 
best  treatment,  but  goods  will  be  sold 
at  the  lowest  possible  prices. 

THE  OLDEST  MAN. 

Isaac  Smith  Older  Than  any  Other  Citizen  of 
the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  men  in 
the  history  of  West  Virginia  is  Isaac 
Smith.  He  is  perhaps  the  oldest  man 
within  the.  boundary  of  half  a dozen 
states.  He  was  born  at  Williamsport, 
Washington  county.  Pa.,  in  1789,  and 
will  be  109  years  old  if  he  lives  until 
September  of  the  present  year.  Unlike 
the  “oldest”  citizen  he  has  not  seen 
Lafayette, General  Washington  .Thomas 
Jefferson  and  all  the  great  characters 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a man  of  simple  nature,  kind, 
strong  and  always  industrious.  Not- 
withstanding his  advanced  age  he  shows 
as  much  vigor  and  strength  as  men  -10 
years  his  junior.  The  photograph  hera 
shown  was  taken  especially  for  this  edi- 
tion.; It  is  the  first  picture  Mr.  Smith 
has  ever  had  taken  of  himself.  He 
lives  in  what  is  known  as  Proctor  Hol- 
low,-a  ravine  a few  miles  in  length, 
running  east  and  west  through  Wetzel 
county.  His  residence  is  a small  log 
cabin  about  two  milrs  from  Proctor 
Station  on  the  Ohio  River  railroad.  He 
erected  the  building  with  his  own 
hands  when  he  came  to  West  Virginia 
with  his  family  69  years  ago.  Then  the 
country  w’as  a wide  forest  with  only  a 
few  families  scattered,  over  the  county. 


ISAAC  SMITH,  109  YEARS  or.)). 


his  time.  Some  of  the  older  residents 
who  remember  him  when  he  was  40  to 
50  years  of  age,  say  he  could  lift  a bar- 
rel of  whisky  and  drink  out  of  the 
bunghole,  ond  that  he  has  often  picked 
up  two  barrels  of  salt  set  one  upon 
the  other  at  a single  lift.  Butof  these 
things  Mr.  Smith  never  boasts.  He  has 
a smile  for  everyone  and  enjoys  a good 
joke  as  well  as  any  person,  lie  said  he 
followed  the  occnpation  of  keel  boating 
on  the  Monongahela  river  until  he  was 
40  years  of  age,  w'hen  he  sold  out  his 
property  and  moved  to  West  Virginia. 
When  he  settled  at  Proctor  there  were 
few  if  any  Indians  yet  remaining,  and 
the  only  thing  to  be  feared  was  from 
wild  animals,  catamounts,  wild  cats 
and  a few  wolves.  There  was  also 
plenty  of  wild  game.  Mr.  Smith’s  father 
settled  at  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  His  name  was 
Samuel  Smith,  and  he  married  Sallie 
AYatt,  the  result  of  which  union  was 
several  sons,  among  them  being  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Isaac  Smith  re- 
ceived very  little  education,  but  learn- 
ed the  trade  of  keel  boating  at  an  early- 
age,  which  he  followed  many  years. 
He  married  Sarph  Hutson,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  sons,  Robert,  Charles, 
i Thomas,  Samuel  and  John.  Mr.  Smith 
! makes  his  home  with  his  grandson.  Al- 
| bcrt  Anderson,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  his  mother  w as  born 
and  raised. 

HON.  WILLIAM  SEYMOIR  EDWARDS. 

Distinguished  Career  of  One  oi  Kanawha 
County's  Brainiest  Young  ."len, 

| William  Seymour  Ebwards  was  raised1 
! among  the  picturesque  surroundings  of 
j Kanawha  and  Fayette  counties,  his 
i father  living,  as  now,  at  Coaiburg 
about  20  miles  above  Charleston. 

II  is  family  have  for  some  50  years 
been  conspicuous  figures  in  the  indus- 
trial movement  of  the  Great  Kanawha 
Valley.  As  early  as  1852  both  his  grand- 
father, Col.  'William  W.  Edwards,  and 
his  father,  Hon.  W.  H.  Edwards,  began 
the  development  of  Kanawha’s  coal 
fields  and  mines,  and  did  more  than  al- 
! most  any  other  men  of  that  section 
| and  of  Virginia  to  call  the  attention  of 
j the  outside  world  to  the  yet  undevel- 
oped wealth  of  Kanawha’s  hills  and 
i mountains. 

.After  passing  his  boyhood  in  Kan- 
awha. he  studied  at  Cornell  University 
and  the  Columbia  Law  School,  in  New 
| York,  at  which  latter  institution  he 
I was  graduated  with  honors  in  1881.  He 


Mr.  Smith’s  nearest  neighbor  was  a 
man  named  Hogan,  who  resided  with 


then  returned  to  Kanawha  county  to 
begin  the  practice  of  law.  He  has  been 


his  family  five  miles  further  up  the  j as  successful  in  affairs  as  at  the  bar. 
run.  When  Mr.  Smith  was  seen  by  a;  having  built  up  a line  practice  and 
writer  for  this  edition  he  fold  of  his  ! achieved  success  in  busiiipssuffairsthaf 


early  life  as  a man  of  60  years  might 
have  done.  His  grasp  was  yet  strong, 


but  rarely  comes  so  early  in  men's  nle. 
lie  is  the  author  of  an  important  book 


his  mind  perfectly  clear,  and  his  vision  ! upon  the  coals  and  cokes  of  southern 
as  good,  he  said,  us  the  day  he  was  20  | \\  est\ irginia,  it  being  the  most  specific 
years  old.  He  uses  a stuff  when  lie  ] and  comprehensive  work  yet  published 
walks  and  is  yet  able  to  travel  10  to  15  j upon  that  subject;  ns  "eh  as  issuing 
miles  per  day.  He  is  said  to  have  been  ] many  articles  and  public  speechi  s ii[>on 
the  strongest  men  in  West  Virginia  in  j the  industrial  and  political  questions  of 


the  day.  Among  the  mnny  successful 
enterprises  with  which  his  name  is  con- 
nected, none  perhaps  is  more  conspicu- 
ous than  that  of  finding  and  finally 
supplying  to  Charleston  'he  natural 


with  his  co-delegates,  by  the  largest 
legislative  majority  in  the  stale,  some 
8,100  vores. 

In  January,  1895,  he  was  elected 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of 


gas  with  which  the  city  is  now  piped  ;!  West 
as  well  as  the  present  pending  develop-  | filled 


Virginia,  after  a contest,  and 
that  position  with  distinguished 
ment  of  the  great  coal  field  of  the  i ability,  proving  himself  one  of  the 


EXCHANGE  BANK  BUILDING,  WHEELING,  W.  VA. 


j Paint  Creek  Valley,  the  management  of 
j which  is  in  his  hands.  He  has  brought 
thousands  of  dollars  into  West  Virginia 
[ and  thereby  been  of  inestimable  benefit 
| to  the  people  of  Kanawha,  as  well  as 
| the  people  of  the  State  at  large. 

In  politics,  his  career  has  also  been 
eminently  successful.  Nominated  at 
the  head  of  the  poll  in  1892,  for  the 
i state  legislature,  he  was  elected  by  a 
I handsome  majority.  In  that  House  he 
| distinguished  himself  by  his  loyalty  to 
I the  interests  of  the  people,  his  uncom- 
! promising  sensp  of  honor,  and  as  a man 
j having  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 

I ITe  fought  for  - the  eight  hour  law  ; lie 
I led  the  ballot  for  a longer  term  for  the 
| free  schools  and  a better  chance  for  the 
I children,  lie  introduced  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  employment  of  the  con- 
victs from  the  state  penitentiary  and 
J jails  upon  the  public  roads  under  one 
I comprehensive  system,  thereby  giving 
cheaper  haulage  to  the  farmer,  and 
j ridding  honest  labor  from  the  competi- 
| tion  of  convict  toil,  lie  waged  unceas- 
ing war  against  legislative  stealage  and 
j abuses.  He  stood  then,  and  stands  to- 
id?.y,  for  better  schools,  better  roads, 
I shorter  hours  of  labor,  and  retrench- 
| ment  and  reform  in  public  expenditure 
and  management. 

In  August,  1894,  he  was  re -nominated 
to  the  legislature  by  an  extraordinary 
majority — b ailing  Ids  ticket  by  some 
857  votes  at  the  primary  election.  After 
an  active  canvass,  be  was  re-elected 


best  parlimentarians  in  the  state,  and 
1 enjoying  the  uniquedislincticn  of  being 
the  first  Republican  to  preside  over  a 
| legislative  body  in  West  Virginia  since 
j 1871. 

i 

| EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  WHEELING. 

It  has  a Capital  of  $300,000  With  o Doable 
Liability. 

I The  Exchange  Bank  of  Wheeling  has 
j a capital  of  *3CO.OCO  with  a double  lia- 
1 litv,  and  offers  to  depositors  exceptional 
; security  ; has  long  been  a city  and  state 
' depository  of  public  money  ; solicits  ae- 
! counts  of  banks,  merchants  and  individ- 
1 uals  and  extends  courtesy  to  all.  The 
j office  building  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
j plete  in  this  section  of  the  country, 

| furnishingcomfortable  office  accommo- 
| dations  with  all  modem  improvements 
I at  reasonable  prices  with  location  un- 
1 excelled  ; near  railroad  stations,  river 
' and  on  the  boundary  between  principal 
wholesale  and  retail  districts  of  thecity. 

! 1 N.  VANCE Pr««td«nc 

JOHN  KRKU  * let  Pml  ent 

LAWRENCE  E.  SANDS.  Gif  •! 

|W.B  IRVINE AsMl>tant  Cashier 

MKECY0N9. 

I N Value  Preildcni  RlforsMe  Iron  Work>« 

- e\i 

W.  E.  Siont  Slone  & 1 ry  itootla 

I.*  Stiff!.  G.  E Stlfcl  ,l(o  . I *r>  (.oods 
1 Watt  -i  - Waterhoum 

W H K mi  M'  r bant  Tiflor 

1 1 N* 

, !*r  John  L I’lekey  .Rbyniclan  anti  Snipeo/i 
John  M Brown. < apltalU: 

j New  Martinsville  has  an  array  of  legal 
talent  unexcelled  in  the  state 


i 


i 


! 
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All  the  Towns  and  Business  Houses  Wllhln  the 
County  Limits. 

Andy — Population,  iOO.  Located  8 
miles  northeast  of  New  AFartinsville 
and  6 miles  southeast  of  Proctor,  on  the 
O.  R.  R. ; mail,  tri-weekly  W.  \V. 
Yates,  postmaster;  A.  T.  Fair,  general 
store  and  Hour  mill. 

Clyde — A conn  try  postoffice  in  Wetzel 
county,  16  miles  east  of  New  Martins- 
ville and  10  miles  southeast  of  T.i t tie- 
ton  on  the  B.  & O. ; mail,  semi-weekly  ; 
W.  W.  Remasters,  postmaster.  P.i.  J. 
Postlethwaite  keeps  a general  store,  and 
Thomas  Pyle  a general  store. 

Coburn — A country  postoffice  in  Wet- 
zel county,  30  miles  east  of  New  Mar- 
tinsville, 12  miles  from  Manningten 
and  5 miles  from  Glover’s  Gap.  Mail 
daily;  U.  B.  ice,  postmaster,  and  gen- 
eral merchant. 

Dean— Population,  30.  Located  20 
miles  from  New  Martinsville,  the  coun- 
ty seat  and  banking  point,  and  8 miles 
from  Littleton,  the  nearest  shipping 
point;  mail,  daily;  stage  10  miles  to 
Burton.  Andrew  Clark,  postmaster. 
Among  the  business  houses  represented 
are  Charles  Henderson,  blacksmith  ; An- 
drew Clark,  general  store  ; James  Clark, 
assessor;  P.  Clark,  live  stock;  A.  C. 
Crist,  carpenter  ; AY.  R.  Curtis,  physi- 
cian ; Dunglang  A Sapp,  saw-mill ; L.  H. 
Haines,  planing  mill;  T.  P.  Horner, 
notary:  H.  Hostutler,  shoemaker; 

Mack  Moore,  carpenter  ; David  Alorris, 
music  teacher;  B.  B.  Postlethwaite, 
live  stock  ; T.  J.  Pcatlerhwaite.  mason  ; 
J.  L.  Sole,  general  store;  Lindsay 
Whistle,  constable,  and -Morgan  Wright, 
meats. 

Folsom — A postoffice  in  Wetzel  coun- 
ty, 40  miles  southeast  of  New  .Martins- 
ville and  15  miles  from  Mannington. 
the  nearest  shipping  point.  Mail,  semi- 
weekly  ; H.  Hood,  general  store;  H. 
Morgan,  general  store;  L.  Starkey,  gen- 
eral store. 

Hazel — In  the  southwestern  part  of 
AVetzel  county , 15  milesfrom  New  Mar- 
tinsville, the  nearest  shipping  and  bank- 
ing point ; mail,  daily . C,  F.  Flaherty, 
postmaster. 

Hundred — An  incorporated  village  in 
AVetzel  county,  47  miles  southeast  of 
AVhealing  on  the  B.  A O.  R.  K , and  25 
miles  from  New  Martinsville  on  the  0. 

R.  R.  Telephone  and  IT  S.  Express. 
J.  B.  AVhite,  postmaster;  S C.  Ashcroft 
& Co.,  saw-mill ; A.  1>.  Ayrs.  drygoods: 
Bartrug  & Moore,  woolen  mil! ; Rev  I 

S.  Canrpil,  M.  E.  pastor;  G.  M.  Church, 
confectioner;  AV.  C.  Cole,  physician  ;F. 
M.  Cross,  saw-mill ; Mrs.  Phothe  Cross, 
dressmaker;  D.  Franklin  A Sons,  gen- 
eral store;  F.  M.  Kerns,  physician  ; G. 
A.  Koon,  marble  works;  AV.  II.  Lee, 
hotel;  F.  A.  Lehew,  millinery  ; AV.  AV. 
Roberts,  publisher  AVetzel  Indpendent, 
Union  Cornet  Band;  J.  B.  White,  rail- 
road and  express  agent;  M.  AVindle, 
foundry. 

Lot — In  AA'etzel  county,  25  miles 
southeast  of  New  Martinsville;  mail, 
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j daily.  L.  E.  Lantz,  postmaster  and  | ville,  themearest  banking  and  shipping  I 
j general  store.  point;  mail,  tri-weekly;  I,.  A.  Bene- j 

Marion—  Populaiion,  1(X).  Eight  miles  | dine,  postmaster;  Edgar  Nulton,  con- I 
northeast  of  New  Martinsville,  and  four  j stable ; Theodore  Holburt,  wagon  j 
miles  from  Proctor,  on  the  O.  R R.  I maker;  Jolliff  Brothers,  Hour  mill; 
Mail  daily.  Airs.  11.  A Moore,  post-  I James  Jolliff,  carpenter ; Rev  McCoy, 
mistress;  W.  Arman,  carpenter;  J.  A.  j Methodist  minister;  It.  0.  Mayhill, 
Fitzsimmons,  barber;  J.  M.  Garrett,  ] justice  of  the  peace;  R.  L.  Morgan,  j 
carpenter:  H.  AV.  Lemmon,  plasterer;  i general  store;  F.  F.  Morgan,  county 
j E.  Moore,  blacksmith  ; Rev.  M.  Moore,  j surveyor ; Stone  Brothers,  general 
pension  attorney  ; J.  AV.  Palmer,  wagon  j store ; T.  M.  Stone,  pity  sic  ion  ; Amos 
j maker ; Victor  Ritz,  blacksmith  ; David  ] Swisher,  barber;  John  AV.  Wise,  car- 
I AA'arman,  flourmill;  J.  AV.  Yoho,  gen-  I penter. 

| era!  store.  j Proctor  is  a settlement  on  the  0.  R. 

Littleton— Population,  500.  Village  j R.,  6 miles  northeast  of  New  Martins- 
on the  B.  & <).,25  miles  east  of  New  I ville  ; Adams  Express  ; telephone  ; mail 


CONGRESSIONAL  ASPIRANT. 

B.  8.  Hriaticn.  Esq.,  May  Represent  the  First 

Congressional  District  of  West  Virginia. 

B.  F.  Meighen,  Esq.,  toe  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  a Republican  candidate 
for  Congress  in  f ile  Firot  Congressional 
district  of  AVest  Virginia.  Lie  began 
his  public  career  as  a school  teacher  in 
the  free  schools  of  thestate.  He  taught 
one  of  the  first  schools  of  litis  kind  in 
AVest  A'irginia  near  the  town  of  Cam- 
eron. His  early  life  was  spent  on  a 
farm  and  he  began  teaching  in  1866. 
He  followed  this  vocation  for  seven 
years — teaching  in  the  winter  and  at- 
tending college  at  AVaynesburg  during 
the  summer  and  fall.  After  his  grad- 
uation from  that  institution,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  and  spent  one 
year  in  the  office  of  R.  AV.  Downey, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of 
AVestern  Pennsylvania.  In  the  fall  of 
1875  Mr.  Meighen  located  at  Mounds- 
ville,  AV.  A’a.,  where  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Robert  .McConnell.  Esq., 
which  continued  for  a period  of  nine 
years,  This  law  firm  became  known 
throughout  this  section  of  the  state  and 
the  partners  were  engaged  on  some  of 
the  most  important  cases  in  Marshall 
and  AA'etzel  counties  In  1884,  Mr. 
Meighen  was  elected  Prosecuting  At- 
torney of  his  county,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  was  re-elected  by  ?. 
large  majority — thus  filling  the  posi- 
tion for  a period  of  eight  years.  Mr. 
Meighen  is  now  a member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Meighen  A Oldham.  He  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Republican  E.\e<m- 
ilvs  committee  tor  two  y-ars.  from  1800 
to  1892.  He  Inis  participated  in  every 
campaign  in  ills  state  since  1836.  At 
present  he  is  a member  of  the  Board  of 
the  AVest  A'irginia  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane. 

Mr.  Meighen’s  father  was  T.  H. 
Meighen,  a soldier  in  Company  F.of  the 
Bloody  7’ it  AVest  Virginia  Volunteers, 
and  his  mother  was  Elizabeth  Hughes 
Meighen. 

B.  F.  Meighen  was  married  on  Janu- 
ary 3,  1882,  to  Miss  Lydia  F.  Gaus, 
daughter  of  George  C.  Gaus.  one  M the 
leading  physicians  of  Ai  uml-ville. 
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Martinsville  and  18  miles  from  Aian- 
I nington.  U.  S.  Express  and  AV'.  U.  Tele- 
graph. Higgins,  Ashcroft  <k  Go.,  gen- 
eral store  ; E.  1 1 . Chaney,  general  store  ; 
Chaney  & Co.,  flourmill;  J.  A.  Con- 
nelly, hard  ware  : A.  M.  Crow,  general 
store;  Thomas  Dunnington,  jeweler; 
M.  Fahey,  railroad  and  express  agent : 
B.  J.  Farrell,  druggist ; Mrs.  C.  Hend- 
ricks, hotel;  Hendricks  Co,  cigar 
manufacturers;  Higgins  A Chamber- 
lain, saw  m 11;  I).  S.  Keefer,  saloon  ; J. 
E.  Loudenslager  grocer;  J.  It.  Robin- 
son, grocer;  Wine  Brothers, cigar  man- 
ufacturers. 

Pino  Grove — Population,  1 '30.  Locat- 
ed 19  miles  southeast  of  New  Martins- 


daily:  Alice  Wingrove,  postmistress; 
A.  T.  Fair,  general  store  : C.  L.  Moore 
Hour  mill ; John  Harman,  wagon  j 
maker;  Putrick  Harvey,  saloon  ; E.  R.  i 
Ilaught,  physician;  J.  W.  Alonrce. 
Son,  general  store  ; Charles  Stackhouse, 
barber;  F.  Stemler,  general  store; 
John  Trader,  live  stock  ; Joseph  Young, 
gunsmith. 

Maud — A country  postoHiceh1^  miles 
east  of  New  Martinsville  ; mail,  semi- 
weekly;  F.  It,  Sutter,  postmaster  and  i 
general  store. 

Minnie — V country  oostoffiee,  8 miles  t 
southeast  of  New  Martinsville,  its  near- 
est shipping  point ; maily,  daily  ; Ryan 
w Yoho,  general  store. 


Newdale — A country  postoffice.  10 
miles  east  of  New  Marrinsvilie  and  3S 
miles  from  AVheeling.  Proctor,  on  the 
O.  K.  R.,  nearest  shipping  point.  Mail, 
daily.  H.  L.  Taylor,  postmaster; 
Amos  James,  shoemaker  . August  Bueh- 
man,  saw  ami  feed  mill ; Friend  Palmer, 
wagon  maser  - Harrison  1..  Taylor,  car- 
penter; J AV.  Yates,  physician. 

Paden  Valley — A village  of  about  45 
inhabitants,  on  the  G.  R K.,  five  miles 
southwest  of  New  Martinsville;  mail, 
daily;  Airs  Elizabeth  A.  Pollock.  >.ost- 
misvres*;  Jacob  Dennis,  live  stock; 
George  Keifer,  huckster;  M.G.  Sayres, 
railroad  and  ex  press  agent ; 8.  A. A M. 
G say  re  j,  general  store. 

Reader — A rural  postoffice  in  Wetzel 
county  ; 15  miles  southeast  of  New  Aisr- 
tinsville,  the  nearest  banking  and  ship- 


| 
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ping  point;  mail  daiiv  ; W.  A.  Morgan, 
postmaster;  W.P.  Alien, broker ; Coch- 
rane & Long,  genera!  store  : Ben  Head- 
ley,  meat  market ; M A.  Hcdley,  hotel 
and  livery;  John  Lantz,  live  stock 
dealer;  W.  A.  Morgan,  justice. 

Robinson’s  Mill — Population,  400. 
Located  35  miles  southeast  of  New 
Martinsville  and  12  miles  from  Man-  | 
nington,  the  nearest  shipping  point; 
mail,  daily  ; N.  A.  Ensininger,  postmas- 
ter ; C.  Y.  Amons,  saloon  ; Samuel  Barr, 
general  store  ; J.  M.  Fair  saloon  ; J,  J. 
Freeland,  saloon ; Sam  Humphrey  & 
Bro.,  harness ; Wesley  McCance,  gen- 
eral store  ; South  Penn  Oil  Company, 
oil  producers;  0.  A.  Talkington,  gen- 
eral store; 

Smithfielt} — A village  of  2,000  people 
in  Wetzel  county,  34  miles  southeast  of 
New  Martinsville  and  15  miles  from 
Mannington.  On  the  line  of  the  pro- 
posed new  railroad  from  New  Martins- 
tinsville  to  Clarksburg.  Has  a bank ; 
stage,  daily,  to  Mannington  ; telephone; 
H.  L.  Smith,  postmaster ; George  Behr- 
man,  blaeksmifh;.  Conklin  & Co., 
saloon;  J.  .A.  Davis,  hotel;  Harvey 
Brothers,  general  store  ; J.  T.  Long,  oil 
driller;  A.  W.  Nickel,  oil  driller;  Oliver 
Brothers,  hardware;  Mac  Shuman, 
hotdl ; H.  L.  Smith,  general  store; 
South  Penn  Oil  Company,  repair  shops. 

. UniOntown — Postoffice  in  Wetzel  j 
county,  22  miles  front  New  Martins- j 
viile  and  6 miles  from  Littleton  ; Will- 
iam Bell,  postmaster;  0.  A.  Anderson, 
carpenter;  L.  Andersen,  blacksmith; 
W.  J.  Andrews,  flour  mill ; C.  Brook- 
over,  general  store;  W.  J.  Cox,  physi- 
cian ; J.  T.  Cross, -meats ; John  Haines, 
carpenter;  W.  Heil,  shoemaker;  W.  J. 
Hills,  gunsmith;  J.  B.  Jackson,  flour  l 
mill ; W.  II.  Lansley,  physician  ; John  j 
Lavelle,  hotel;  A.  E.  Patterson,  car- 
penter; C.  Pettit,  bla.cksmith ; John 
Phillips,  cooper;  N.  Phillips  and  S.  B. 
Phillips,  blacksmiths. 

Vincent — A rural  postoffice  12  miles 
southeast  of  New  Martinsville;  mail, 
tri-weekly. 

West — A farmhouse  postoffice  13 
mijes  from  New  Martinsville  and  12 
miles  from  Belton  ; mail,  tri-weekly. 

Wileyville — Located  12  miles  east  of 
New  Martinsville,  the  connly  seat,  and 
nearest  shipping  point;  mail,  daily  ; M. 
Barr  & Son,  general  store;  A.  F.  Du- 
laney, general  store  ; P.  D.  Morris,  gen- 
eral store;  Mrs.  A.  Shuman,  hotel. 


EX-SENATOR  J.  N.  CAMDEN. 

Ex-Senator  Johnson  N. Camden,  w ho 
retired  from  the  United  States  Senate 
in  favor  of  Hon.  Stephen  B.  Elkins,  has 
for  many  years  been  connected  with  the 
best  interests  of  our  state,  and  has  done 
much  to  open  up  our  limitless  resources 
and  attract  capital  in  our  direction. 
During  his  long  period  of  service  in  the  | 
legislative  halls  of  the  nation,  Senator  j 
Camden  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts 
for  the  benefit  of  his  constituents,  and 
he  has  as  his  reward  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  every  true  West  Virginian. 
In  the  winter  of  1895  when  the  landslide 


of  Republicanism  swept  away  his 
chances  of  returning  to  t lie  Senate, 
those  Democrats  who  escaped  defeat 
stood  loyally  by  him,  and,  although  it 
spirited  contest  occurred  for  the  empty 
honor  of  nomination  by  the  Democratic 
caucus,  Senator  Camden  easily  tri- 
umphed over  his  political  foes,  and  re- 
ceived a vindication  from  his  own  party 
if  not  the  Senatorial  plum,  which  fell 
into  tiie  Republican  camp. 

Mr.  Camden  is  an  active  and  forcible 
campaigner,  and  continually  keeps  his 
eye  to  the  windward  to  save  his  party 
from  wreck  and  ruin  upon  the  rocks  of 


judgment,  the  enlightened  foresight, 
which  utilize  these  lavish  endowments 
to  good  purpose,  and  make  them  a 
media  of  usefulness  and  blessing.  No 
loyal  New  Martinsville  citizen,  or  in 
fact  Yv'est  Virginian,  lias  the  least  mis- 
giving as  to  the  future  of  the  town. 
The  same  forces  and  favors  of  nature 
that  have  aided  in  the  town’s  advance- 
ment remain  today  to  safeguard  the 
future  and  insure  a growth  in  ail  fea- 
tures of  the  town's  material  welfare, 
w hich  will  be  no  less  rapid  than  in  the 
past.  The  wonderful  forward  impulse 
enjoyed  by  American  industries  during 


SISTERS  Vim  STREETS, 

A Town  of  Well  P*vi(J  *nd  Kept  Thor- 

oughferes. 

Sistersville,  w ith  her  w ide  ar.d  welt 
paved  streets,  justly  has  the  reputation 
of  being  a well  laid  out  and  well  kept 
town.  The  improvemonts  made  dur- 
ing the  past  eight  years  are  of  so  great 
1 importance  as  to  be  worthy  of  more 
than  passing  mention,  and  the  judg- 
ment and  care  exercised  by  the  author- 
ities in  attaining  the  present  condition 
of  affairs  is  commendable.  From  being 
a town  with  streets  deep,  in  mud  in 
winter  and  dust  in  summer,  for  no 
drainage  for  the  surface  water  and  a;>- 
soiutely  no  sanitary  sewerage  and  with 
no  sidewalks  other  than  a few  board- 
walks in  the  principal  parr  of  the  town, 
we  now'  have  well  paved  streets  with 
ample  arrangements  to  carry  off  the 
storm  water.  In  all  alleys  in  the  prin- 
cipal parts  of  the  city,  there  are  sewers 
for  sonitary  purposes,  and  there  are 
miles  of  sidewalks  of  more  than  ample 
width.  Thus  have  the  conditions  been 
improved  until  Sistersvilie  has  taken 
her  proper  place  among  the  cities  of  the 
state, ^tot  only  in  point  of  population, 
but  also  in  the  advancement  made 
along  all  the  lines  which  go  to  charac- 
terize the  modern  city. 

To  those  who  have  seen  the  streets  of 
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factionalism.  In  the  Senate  he  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  party ’s  strong- 
est and  brainiest  men.  and  was  con- 
tinually in  consultation  with  those  who 
shaped  the  course  of  the  National  Dem- 
ocracy. 

NEW  MARTINSVILLE  SIZER  HP. 

It  Is  One  of  the  Coming  Towns  ol  the  Little 
Mountain  State. 

No  other  West  Virginia  town  com- 
bines in  its  natural  resources  a greater 
wealth  of  endowments  than  New  Mar- 
tinsville. It  is  the  center  of  the  radius 
of  supply  for  food  and  the  necessities  of 
existence;  fuel,  timber,  plastic  mater- 
ials, and  the  manifold  treasures  which 
Mother  Earth  yields  for  the  needs  of 
man  ; thus,  no  doubt  exists  as  to  the 
town  a bright  future.  The  other  fac- 
tors in  making  the  future  a triumph 
are  the  spirit  of  industry,  the  gift  of 
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the  past  third  of  a century  has  been 
felt  with  especial  distinctness  in  New 
Martinsville  and  West  Virginia,  because 
here,  as  nowhere  else,  the  demands  of 
industry  are  being  more  fully  met  than 
at  any  other  point. 

The  opportunities  have  been  seized  j 
as  they  presented  themselves;  a recep-  j 
tive  community  iias  taken  full  advait-  j 
tage  of  those  new  ideas  which  are  daily  I 
adding  to  the  sum  of  the  country’s 
achievements,  and  New  Martinsville 
owes  as  much  to  its  progressiveness  as 
to  its  natural  advantages.  The  new  I 
forces  and  and  resources,  natural  gas  j 
and  modern  inventions,  have  been  I 
turned  toa  large  degree  of  usefulness,  | 
to  add  to  the  welfare  of  the  town,  the  I 
comfort  of  its  citizens  and  the  promo- 
tion of  its  commercial  and  industrial 
progress. 

New  Martinsville  is  in  the  push  and  is 
bound  to  get  to  the  front. 


this  city  a few  years  ago,  axle  deep  in 
mire  at  the  wet  seasons  of  the  year,  it 
is  a matter  of  congratulation  to  lock 
upon  her  well  paved  streets  of  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  streets  are  so  w ide  that 
this  has  been  a matter  of  large  expense, 
but  feel  amply  repaid  by  tiie  improve- 
ment that  has  been  brought  about  ar.d 
by  increased  valuation  of  oroperty. 
The  first  street  paving  was  done  in  the 
spring  of  I8H5,  ana  has  been  continu- 
ously prosecuted  ever  since  until  now 
we  have  about  20  squares  of  street  pav- 
ing, Wells  street  fully  paved  from 
Charles  to  Hill;  Main  str-et.  from 
Catharine  to  Hill;  Charles,  from 
Brown  Betty  to  Water;  Diamond,  from 
Brown  Betty  to  Water,  and  Elizabeth 
from  Water  to  Railroad  alley,  besides 
work  done  during  the  past  two  years, 
which  includes  improvement  aio.,2  the 
railroad  and  in  some  of  the  other  lead- 
ing thoroughfares. 

When  street  paving  was  first  talked 
of,  a committee  of  council  made  a care- 
ful investigation  of  the  paving  of  other 
cities,  and  the  specifications  adopted 
provided  for  a foundation  of  eight  inches 
of  gravel  upon  which  was  placed  two 
inches  of  sand  as  a cushion  on  w hich  to 
lay  the  brick.  This  has  proven  very 
satisfactory,  and  is  the  foundation 
used  under  all  the  caving. 

The  brick  used  were  those  manufac- 
tured by  the  McMahon-Portcr  Com- 
pany, of  New  Cumliorbuid.  W.  Ya. 
Great  credit  is  due  councils  for  the  effi- 
cient manner  in  which  they  have  at- 
tended to  this  work. 

Buy  this  edition  and  send  it  to  your 
friends.  They  will  be  glad  to  lean 
something  about  New  Martinsville. 


Speech  of  Oliver  Gailahuc.  of  Wetzei  County  at  the  Opera  House,  Fairmont,  in  189? 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,  fellow  citizens  and  fools,  1 thank  you  for  your  very  vociferous 
applause  and  for  your  most  cordial  reception,  which,  to  me,  is  as  unsuspecting  as  it  is  flattering. 

"If  asked  where  ! hail  from,  my  sole  reply  shall  be,  i hail  not  from  Appomattox  and  its 
famous  apply  tree  where  the  conquering  hero  wrestled  the  sword  of  victory  from  the  vanquished 
foe.  Nor  did  I with  the  embattled  farmers  stand  and  fire  the  shot  heard  round  the  world;  nor 
with  Napoieon,  cross  the  bridge  at  Lodi  and  mingie  the  Eagles  of  France  with  the  Eagles  of  the 
crags,  whilst  forty  centuries  were  looking  down  upon  us.  I hail  not  from  the  storied  lands  across 
the  seas  haloed  by  painter’s  brush  and  poet’s  song  and  moving  tales  of  daring  to  do  when  gallant 
knights  rode  forth  with  waving  plume  and  flashing  crest  to  fight  for  ladies  fair,  or  with  lance  in 
rest  entered  the  lists  to  pluck  the  bubble  of  reputation  from  the  cannon’s  mouth,  i hail  not  from 
lands  of  palm  and  southern  pine  where  close  by  the  cottage  door  the  sweet  magnolia  blooms, 
while  through  the  dusky  wi  id  wood  there  throbs  the  mockbird’s  song,  where  the  haimv  jasmine- 
scented  zephyrs  gently  waft  across  the  perfumed  fields,  and  wake  to  ecstasy  the  living  lyre. 

"Nor  yet  from  the  bleak  New  England  shores,  where  the  breaking  waves  dashed  high  on  a 
stern  and  rock-bound  coast,  whiie  the  stern-faced  fathers  anchored  safe  the  immortal  bark, 
smoothed  off  the  face  of  Plymouth  Rock,  and  carved  the  Ten  Commandments  upon  that  everlasting 
cornerstone  of  the  eternal  rower  of  Liberty  which  lifts  its  shining  turrets  to  the  star  spangied 
azure  dome  of  the  blue  imperial  heavens. 

"Not  from  the  vine-clad  hills  of  La  Belle  France,  nor  storied  castles  on  the  Rhine,  nor 
down  among  tne  English  lanes  where  shepherds  watch  their  flocks  by  night,  nor  from  heather 
clad  hills  of  the  Land  o'  Cakes,  where  Scottish  chiefs,  with  claymore  in  one  hand  and  pibroch  in 
the  other,  charged  down  across  the  Culioden  Moor  and  scoured  these  English  hence  across  the 
Banks  and  Braes  o'  Bonny  Doon. 

"Nor  did  I spring  like  Phoenix  from  the  ashes,  or  Minerva  from  the  head  of  Jove,  or 
Aphrodite  from  the  ocean’s  wave  - from  dream  ot  mystic  poet,  or  vision  of  philosophic  seer. 

"But  - I do  spring  from  the  grand  old  county  of  Wetzei,  where  the  soil  is  so  fertiic  and  so 
salubrious  the  clime,  that  her  teeming  harvests  leave  no  space  for  the  upspringing  of  that  noxious 
weed,  ignorance  (which,  ! perceive,  flourishes  hereabouts  in  great  luxuriance). 

"I  hail  from  the  cloud-kissed  hil  Is  of  Wetzei,  whose  snowcapped  peaks  lift  up  their  shining 
fronts  to  greet  the  god  of  day  whi  1st  yet  ye  sluggards  of  the  icw  land  sleep,  reclined  on  couches  ot 
inglorious  ease, 

"I  hail  from  Wetzei,  beneath  whose  towering  hillsand  babbling  brooks  and  bosky  dells  there 
lies  a mineral  and  anoleaginous  wealth  that  puts  to  shame  the  mines  of  Ophir  or  the  Isles  cf  Jnd. 

"Wetzel,  from  whose  rugged  slopes  her  sturdy  sons  fared  forth  at  duty’s  cal!  to  imbrue 
their  arms  in  internecine  aid  fraternal  strife  what  time  the  dogs  of  war  were  loosed,  and  then 
fared  back  again  to  reassume  the  arts  of  peace  and  make  of  this  the  king-pin  county  of  the  war- 
born  State. 

"Glorious  old  Wetzel!  whose  sons  are  brave  and  daughters  fair,  and  which  today  produces 
gas  enough  to  light  the  world,  oil  enough  to  lubricate  it  and  brains  enough  to  rule  it." 


